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Immigrant to America

Since 1950, Taiwanese have been coming to America and settled as Americans, called Taiwanese Americans.
Emigration to America had been a big dream and with great efforts for lots of Taiwanese, especially during the
earlier period in our history when the economy in Taiwan was depressed. There were many different reasons
and routes for Taiwanese coming to America.

The first and largest group were students graduated from universities and colleges in Taiwan coming to
America for graduate studies.

During the peak period, 1970 to 1990, there were about 28,000 Taiwanese students studying in the graduate
school in America every year. There were about 8,000 new students coming per year, studying for three to
four years in average. Taiwan had been the country with the highest number of students in the U. S. for many
years. The majority of those students chose to stay in America after completed the advance studies, acquired
legal status to stay in America thru their professions. During 1971 to 1991, there were only about 20%
returned to Taiwan after graduated.



Most students applying to study in America had to pass the Test of English as a Foreign Language(TOFEL) and
the Graduate Record Examination(GRE) or other tests required by the graduate schools in America. If accepted
without scholarship, a proof of adequate financial support for studies and living expenses would be required.
Many families borrowed money from relatives or friends to prove the adequate supports. The school would
then issue a Certificate of Eligibility (Form I-20 or DS-2019) for applying Student Visa (F-1), Exchange Visitor
Visa (J-1), Visitor's Visa (B-2) and Business Visitor (B-1). The majority got the F-1 Visa.

Many science and engineer students, especially PH. D. candidates, were able to get full scholarship or
assistantship from American schools which would pay their tuitions and living allowance. In 1970’s, the
allowance was about $250 per month, enough to pay living expense, and some even saved for sending back to
their families.

During 1953-1975, Taiwanese government required students without scholarship to pass a Study Abroad
Examination(B % 31). Most students without scholarship were allowed to work in campus during the school
days, and had working permit during summer vacation when they could work off campus. Many worked in
restaurants, resorts, ???? Most students were able to earn enough to pay their tuition and living expense, and
save enough to pay their debt when their family borrowed money for their travel expense and the required
financial support.

The Taiwanese government hold a government scholarship examination annually to give a few highest scored
students full scholarship which requires homeland service after graduation. So, most of these students
returned back to Taiwan. In 1961, Taiwan's National Science Council started sponsoring scholars from
universities and research institutes to go abroad to study. From 1961 to 1995, there were about 5,000 scholars
received these grants, mostly returned to their institutes to serve, too.

In the earlier years, the spouses of these students were not allowed to go aboard with them. There were a one
to two ? years waiting period. The government also required some warrantors to sign a document to
guarantee a student would behave according to it’s guidelines. Some students, because of their family
background, were not allowed to study abroad.

The second group of immigrants were the direct relatives of Taiwanese Americans. With the immigration
guota 20, 000 a year, granted to the people with origin from Taiwan, many parents, siblings, wives, and
husbands of Taiwanese Americans emigrated here. The primary reason for families to give up their
comfortable lives in Taiwan and to start from ground zero with very hardship lives was for their children to get
better education. Most people already had their profession trained in Taiwan. Finding a good job without
being trained in America, and limited English proficiency, many ended up taking a less challenge/fulfillment
job. In order to keep their good jobs in Taiwan, some sent one of the parents to America to take care of their
children and began many years of family separation and lives of 21 7f¢ A\.. Another main reason was the
uncertainty of Taiwan’s future, threatening by the Communist China.

The third group were young students coming to study in elementary or high schools via visiting visa. Some
stayed with their family friends, relatives or boarding schools. After the expiration of their visiting visa, if they
chose to stay in the U. S., they became illegal aliens and dared not to leave America become they may not be
allowed to come back. According to Taiwanese law, all males are required to serve in the military. Boys older
than 12? years old were not allowed to leave Taiwan without serving in the military. Many boys came to
America right before age 12 and facing difficult live adjustment while going through critical adolescent years.
Most of them eventually legalized their immigration status with the help from immigration lawyers. In the
later years, may be after 19907, Taiwanese government allowed students go aboard for colleges, high schools
or elementary schools as long as they get a student Visa and fulfill the military requirements.



The forth group were thru business investment. The well-to-do Taiwanese, also with the primary reasons for
the education of their children and the political instability, invested in businesses that fulfill the requirements
of certain investment amounts and number of jobs created for Americans. There had been some high tech
companies set up from these, but mostly in business of hotels, restaurants, ....

The fifth group were emigrated to other countries where the immigration requirements were easier to meet
and became their citizens. Then, immigrated to America under the quota of that country or other channels.
There were very B%{T during 1970? to 1990?when the economy and security conditions were worse.

The sixth group were thru the marriage with Americans, such as marrying to T. A. who returned to Taiwan for
their wives after obtained their advance degrees or married to American students, diplomas and servicemen
stationed in Taiwan. There were more Taiwanese male students than females in the earlier period, and most
people feel more comfortable marrying to their own ethnicity . So during this period, many made trips back to
Taiwan, arranging many match making appointments, some even top to hundred, and got married within
weeks. The newly wed spouse would go through a waiting period before allowed to move out of Taiwan.

The seventh group were thru the shortage of professionals in America, such as medical professionals, doctors,
nurses and special skills, like chefs for oriental restaurants.

The eighth group is sending by their companies to work in the subsidiaries of their companies in the U. S..
Then, some of those people decided to stay here, eventually obtaining their legal resident visa.

The ninth group is the people working for the oversea offices of Taiwan Government in the U. S.. Some of
them decided to stay in the U. S. during their official duty period and eventully obtain their legal resident visa.

The tenth group is political refugees from Taiwan. They obtained political asylum from U. S. government

The eleventh group is the people born here while their mother coming to America with visitor’s visa. They
automatically obtain their citizenship.

The twelfth group is the people thru illegal channels entering to America, such as sailors or passengers,
jumping from commercial ships in the U. S. seaports. Some of those illegal aliens were able to resolve their
residual problem thru the help of immigration lawyers later.
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