Softball and Other Athletic Activities
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A64EAR » WKL BALEBRNIR L HE A 250% © TAKC (27%K), TAKC-2 (3), TAKC-women (1), KSU (19
7)) ,KU (17), WSU(18), UMKC (24) Topeka (7), PSU (1), Fontbonne College (1), lowa State (18),
Minnesota (2), lowa U (6), U Missouri-Columbia (15), Indiana State (7), U lllinois- UC (6), U Illinois -UC
- B team (1), Wisconsin (2), Oklahoma City University (3), U. Oklahoma City (3), Central Missouri State
(1), Dallas , Texas ( the Strikes, and the Tigons) (3), U Texas -Dallas (1), Shin-fu Company (3), St. Louis
Taiwanese (4), Chicago Formosa Bears (2).

JREFEAR R B B AT e KUy © KSU (16), KU (9), TAKC (6), UMKC (6), lowa State (3), Wichita State
(3), Dallas ,Texas (2), U Illinois - UC (1), Chicago Formosa Bears (1)
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Taiwan Independence Cup Softball Tournament Records
Number | Year location Total Teams ( in order of final results)
Champion 2nd 3rd
1st 1969 Manhattan, KS 2 KSU KU
2nd 1970 Lawrence, KS 2 KU KSU
3rd 1971 Manhattan, KS 2 KSU KU
4th 1972 Lawrence, KS 2 KSU KU
5th 1973 Manhattan, KS 2 KU KSU
6th 1974 Lawrence, KS 2 KU KSU
7th 1975 Manhattan, KS 2 KU KSU
8th 1976 Lawrence, KS 2 KSU KU
9th 1977 Manhattan, KS 2 KSU KU
10th 1978 Lawrence, KS 2 KSU KU
11th 1979 Manhattan, KS 2 KU KSU
12nd 1980 Lawrence, KS 2 KU KSU
13rd 1981 Manhattan, KS 2 KSU KU
14th 1982 Lawrence, KS 2 KU KSU
15th 1983 Manhattan, KS 2 KSU KU
16th 1984 Lawrence, KS 2 KU KSU
17th 1985 Manhattan, KS 2 KSU KU
18th 1986 Lawrence, KS 2 KSU KU
19th 1987 Wichita, KS 3 WSU KSU KU
20th 1988 Manhattan, KS 3 KSU WSU KU
21th 1989 Lawrence, KS 3 KSU KU WSu
22nd 1990 Topeka (by TAKC) 5 KSU Wsu KU
23rd 1991 Manhattan, KS 5 KSU KU WSU
24th 1992 Wichita, KS 5 KSU/KU* WSuU
25th 1993 Olathe, KS 8 KSU PSU UMKC
26th 1994 Olathe, KS 9 WSU KU UMKC
27th 1995 Manhattan, KS 8 TAKC-1 UM-C KSU
28th 1996 Topeka 8 WSU UM-C KSU
29th 1997 Columbia, MO 6 TAKC KU UM-C
30th 1998 Olathe, KS 8 KU TAKC KSU
31th 1999 Olathe, KS 6 lowa State TAKC WSu




32nd 2000 Olathe, KS 6 UMKC lowa State TAKC
33rd 2001 Olathe, KS 6 UMKC lowa State TAKC
34th 2002 Olathe, KS 6 UMKC lowa State TAKC
35th 2003 Olathe, KS 9 lowa State TAKC UMKC
36th 2004 Olathe, KS 9 UILLUC UMKC lowa State
37th 2005 Olathe, KS 8 UMKC UILLUC WSuU
38th 2006 Olathe, KS 10 UMKC lowa State UILLUC
39th 2007 Olathe, KS 8 Dallas Strikes UMKC UM-C
40th 2008 Olathe, KS 8 Dallas Tigons Okla City U Indiana St
41st 2009 Olathe, KS 5 UMKC/ShinFu Dallas Tigons lowa State
42nd 2010 Olathe, KS 5 TAKC UMKC Indiana St
43rd 2011 Olathe, KS 4 lowa State TAKC Indiana St
44th 2012 Olathe, KS 6 TAKC UMKC/KU UILLUC
45th 2013 Olathe, KS 6 TAKC lowa State UMKC
46th 2014 Olathe, KS 5 TAKC UMKC /KU lowa State
Chicago
47th 2015 Olathe, KS 6 Formosa Bears TAKC lowa State
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5. EE & EETRIE Y ( Formosan Softball League in Eastern America) :
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8. A% Detroit Demon
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English Version

Baseball is the most popular sport for Taiwanese in Taiwan. This can be traced back to the period when Taiwan
was ruled by Japan and baseball was introduced and promoted.

Starting from elementary schools, baseball game is one of the big events for the school. Each school has a team,
representing the school playing against the teams from various schools within the same city. The winner will
play in regional tournament and the winner can play in world series of Little league in Williamsport, PA. Team
Taiwan won world championship many times and made the name of Taiwan shining on the world stage. The
students, not playing in the team, have to be the cheerleaders to supporting their team. During the World Series
of Little League Baseball World Series, they watch the game excitingly in the mid-night. Those are their very
memorable event in their young lives.

Starting from 1960, college graduates from Taiwan came to American for graduate studies. Most of

them, majoring in engineering and science. They will stabilize their lives in this new land after one or two
semesters.

Because they had scholarship or assistantship from the school, they do not need to work outside the campus in
the summer time for their future financial needs. They stay in the campus for the summer vacation. They
quickly learned that softball game is one of popular summer game by American. It is only minor different from
baseball. Therefore, it is very easy for them to play the game. They play in the ball field in a nice park under
hot summer weather with friends from Taiwan and American friends. They immediately fell in love in playing
it. It becomes their good pastime : going to park and playing softball game for fun in their summer vacation.
There are many good things playing softball games :

1. To know new people from Taiwan in the same college or in the same local area.

2. To discuss the subject of common interest , especially the political news in Taiwan.

3. For those people with wife and young children, it is a good social times for young ladies and children too.

4. It is a good occasion for young men and women, who are not marry yet to meet and start friendship smoothly.
5. Softball is a safer game than baseball, even if female player can play together with male player in the same
game. That adds fun to everyone.

6. It is not expensive for playing in the game. What you need is a glove, some balls and bats. There is no fee for
playing in the game.

From Early 1960, Formosan Clubs were established in many college campus and big cities in America.
Softball game is one of their major activities because it is a good ways for recruiting new members for the club,
especially from local Taiwanese Students. Most of students playing in softball team involved further with other
activities of the Club and late became the leader of the Club.

There are other Formosa clubs near-by, a number of regional tournaments were established. Therefore, It
became a big event for a softball team traveling to play in the tournaments. It is a trip by car with team

mates, know each other more. Also you will meet new friends in near-by areas. It is also a treat for young
family , an out of town trip for wife and young children. There are many softball tournaments, sponsoring by
Taiwanese American organizations, locally and regionally. The sponsoring organizations are diversifying too,
such as by Summer Conference organizations, church groups, etc. Also there had different categories to
accommodate different ages of player. Following are the brief summary of various tournaments :

1. Taiwan Independence Cup Softball Tournament 1969~2012

2. Softball Game and Tournament in New Jersey :

A softball team was formed in 1973 by Formosa Club/ New Jersey. The players are young professionals and
graduate students in Rutgers University from Taiwan. They played in a ball field in Rutgers Stadium on
weekend once a week. If there is a tournament coming up, they practiced more often or when they can.
They would like to travel to nearby states to have a game with other teams.

There are teams formed by Taiwanese Presbyterian Church. They played after Sunday service and traveled
to Queens, NY to play in a regional tournament for Taiwanese churches in tri-state areas annually. It is a
big tournament.



N.J. Softball Invitational tournament : It started from 1993 and is still going in 2015, primarily for T. A.
second generation players. But, American friends are welcome too. The teams come from New Jersey and
New York. Some young men returned to join their team from west coast or Texas, just to play for their old
teams. Professional empire were used, a big trophy is being used to be held by the Champion ship

team after each year. MVP plaque and small trophies were award to the championship and run off teams. It
is a exciting time for our second generation. At this moment, the tournament is open to Taiwanese
American team as well as outsider teams.

3. Softball Tournament in Queen, NY , Sponsored by Fellowship of Taiwan Christian Churches in New York :

The teams were from each Taiwanese churches in Tristate area (NY, NJ and CT). There are different
categories , such as youth and adult groups. It is a one day event and lots of Taiwanese Came to the
tournament for playing and cheering their team.

4. Formosa Cup Softball Tournament by Taiwanese Canadian Association of Toronto

5. Formosan Softball League in Eastern America

|©

1.

8. Detroit Demon

9. U.S. East Coast Taiwanese Softball Tournament—The Peng Ming-Men Cup

Baseball is America’s “National Sport”. Starting in the 1970s, softball game, which is much easier to play,
become a popular recreational activity of summer outdoor parties of Taiwanese American communities and
Taiwanese Student Associations

“The Northeast Region Taiwanese Softball Tournament” was formed in 1972. The participating
communities included Albany, Buffalo, Ithaca, Kinston, Rochester, Syracuse. and Toronto. A few years
later, it was expanded to become the “East Coast Taiwanese Softball Tournament”. Participants added the
teams from Boston, Hartford, New York City, North New Jersey, South New Jersey, and Ottawa. Toronto
usually sent three teams. Up to 12 teams participated during the 1980-1987 hey-day of the Tournament
ended in 1991.

The two-day annual tournaments were played on the July weekends and hosted by different communities
among the participants. Later, The TAA of New York Capital District was selected to host the tournament
for many years because of it's central location and availability of multiple softball fields in the Albany
campus of the State University of New York. Several local Taiwanese community leaders, including Mr.
Chungchin Chen ([ #%) of Albany, Mr. Henry Huang (&) of Boston, Dr. Kenneth Hsu (Z#EHT) of
Rochester, and Mr. Ta-Tung Huang (& X %) of Toronto, and a few others were all contributors to the
tournament success.

Competition was quite intense and fanned by each team’s cheerleaders on the field sides. But all would
become friends during the after-game dinners. Entertainment at the evening parties was provided by each
team.

In 1984, the tournament was named “The Peng Ming-Men Cup” to honor of Dr. Peng’s contributions to the
Taiwan’s independent movement. A “Chen Wen-Chen Cup” was created the following year for the youth
division winner of the tournament. Dr. Peng came to Albany in July 1986 to watch the games and personally
presented the champion cup to the top winner.

Written by Chungchin Chen, N.Y., 02/2016



11.

Upstate New York Taiwanese Golf Club — The President Lee Cup

12.

The earlier Taiwanese graduate students of the 1960-1970 era had successfully settled in America’s codiety
20 years later with secure jobs and established families. They selected golf as one of the favorable
recreational sports to spend their leisure and time and disposable income for the weekends.

“The Upstate New York Taiwanese Golf Club” was organized by Mr. Charles Li (Z{% 7£1935-2009) in
1992 . Mr. Li, an ethusiatic amature golfer, was born in Taichun and graduated from Tonghai University
with B.A. degree in Business. The family emigrated to the U.S. in 1979 and established “Li-Land Trade &
Radiator Service, Inc.” in Syracuse. A successful business man and community leader, he served as the
President of local Taiwanese American Association and the Upstate New York Taiwanese Chamber of
Commerce.

There were about 70 due-paid permanent members of the Club. Members came from several Upstate New
York communities, including Albany, Ithaca, Rochester, Rome-Utica, and Syracuse. A total of five games
were played each year from May to September and rotated among different areas. Participating players
were divided into 4 groups, 3 for men and 1 for women, according to eac individual’s level of handicap.
Winning was decided based on the net scores of 18 holes. The player who had the lowest total net score of
the best 4 out of 5 games in the year earned the Grand Champion title.

In 2001, through the effort of Professor Joseph Chen ([&#;5[H ) of Cornell University, President Dr. Teng-
Fui Lee (Z2&4# ) donated a 2-foot tall elegant trophy to the Club for the tournament. The two were good
friends and playing-partners when Lee pursued his Ph. D. at Cornell. Thus the tournament was formally
named “The President Lee Cup”. There have been 15 player’s names engraved on the trophy since 2001.
Started in 2010, “The Charli Li Cup” was also created in memory of the Club founder for his contributions.
Taiwanese American residents are vastly scattered throughout Upstate New York. The annual golf
tournaments not only promoted healthful recreation, they also provided a venue for friends to meet, to
communicate, and to share their concerns over issues in Taiwan.

Written by Chungchin Chen, N.Y., 02/2016

Softball Team(second generation) - Austin, Texas 1991-1993

In the 1970’s to 1980’s ,there was a team of UT-Austin Taiwanese graduate students who played softball
every weekend. They participated in an annual Texas state wide Taiwanese softball tournament in Houston
but the Austin team always came in last place. When Peter Wu(%=5%58) served as the president of the
Austin Taiwanese Association from 1991-1993, he reformed the softball team but this time composed of
the next generation only, including his high school son Ryan Wu(=E5##) . This was a much more
organized team as they even had uniforms. They practiced every weekend and also participated in the same
statewide softball tournament in Houston. They were more successful on the field than Peter’ s1970 ~ s
team as they were now second to last place.

Written by Pearl Wu 01/2016
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Championship team of NJ Taiwanese American Invitational Softball Tournament 1996

Taiwan Independence Cup Softball Tournament Group picture of 2006 (38th tournament)
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BEH TERERR (BB 1Y) Softball Team(second generation)--Austin, Texas 1991-1993
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