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English Version
From 1950 to 1980’s, after completed graduate studies and earned advance degrees, like Master and
Ph. D., the majority of Taiwanese decided to stay in America. This was mostly because of the political
and financial prospect in America was much better then going back to Taiwan. Another reason was
because many Taiwanese students were under a government black list, and were not allowed to go
back to Taiwan.

The one party government, Komintong, hired many students, offered with scholarship, to report any
Taiwanese citizen who criticized the government or was suspected to have any anti-KMT idea. In
order to break this ruling, some of the Taiwanese in the black list, used various channels trying to
return to Taiwan. But, the result was not good. Some of them were put in prison for some time after
they were caught by the authority.

With many struggle and sacrifice of Taiwanese people, the KMT government lifted the martial law in
Taiwan and the removing of black list, some Taiwanese American went back to fulfill their dreams.
They dedicated themselves to serve their home land.

Some of well established scholars , technical professionals and medical doctors were invited to return
to Taiwan by the government and institution in Taiwan, working for the well-being of Taiwan in
Science and technology fields.

From the end of 1990 and the beginning of 2000, Progress Democratic Party gained the political
power in Taiwan, many Taiwanese Americans went back to join the political process and activities in
order to make Taiwan to be an independent democratic country.

In 2000’s, the first generation of Taiwanese Americans reached their retirement age. After retired
from their professional career and fulfill their responsibilities to their children, Some returned to
Taiwan to pursuit their second career in their golden age.

Nevertheless, many of them moved back to America after fulfill their dreams in Taiwan. One of the
reasons is to live nearby their children whom have settled in America. For many of Taiwanese
Americans, after living majority of their lives in America, America is their home.

The following are some examples of returning to Taiwan.

1. Political Reasons :

For some Taiwanese, their goal for coming to America to study was going back to Taiwan to
serve the country. Unfortunately, some of them were under government black list. The dream
of going back to serve the country became unreachable. This political persecution reassured the
urgency of political reform. Many invested their energy on fighting for democracy in Taiwan.



Some used their after work hours, some even worked full time and became leaders of oversea
Taiwanese democracy movements.

2. Invited back to Taiwan :

3. After retirement in their professional career in America:

On my ten-year span of teaching in Taiwan

In summer, 1989, | attended a national construction forum in Taiwan. Thereafter, | quitted my position at South Carolina
Department of Mental Health, and returned back to my home country. There are two reasons behind my decision: one
is that government is now running by Taiwanese president; and the other is my wife capable of running my family. At
that time, my mission was to carry out assertive/interpersonal skills training and to promote self-confidence in
Taiwanese people. In Taiwanese folk saying, | was coming back “to eradicate fear” from people’s mind. This mission was
openly expressed to my students and public audiences alike.

The first year, | taught at Tainan Teachers College, and second year, | taught at Taipei Municipal Teachers College. Then |
returned to United States, and only went to Taiwan on summer to teach at in-service teaching training classes. | taught
both at Taipei Municipal Teachers College and Chengchi University for eight consecutive summers. So in whole ten-year
span, in addition to teaching, | also spoke at various schools and institutions. The area | have been to covered full Taiwan
and the outlying island such as Penghu and Matsu. Meantime, | published five books, namely, “Live to Win”, “Folks,
Leave Yuan and Fate alone”, “Abnormal Psychology”, “Winning for Both of Us”, and “Healing of Mind”.

As | reflect on my ten years teaching in Taiwan, there are three outstanding images popped up in my mind: (1)
Taiwanese people are friendly and polite, both students and public audiences alike. Prior to my entering to the podium,
they would clean the black board and prepare the drink in advance. Right after my lecture or speech, they would escort
me to the office or invited me for a chi-chat snack. Now | still have a sweet memory about a class. This class once
learned that | liked a special childhood sweetie — taro ice cream, they immediately run to get it for me prior to our
second session. There is another class of some 40 students. They all like to have lunch with me because they like to
listen to my talks. To satisfy every body’s needs, they subdivided into five groups. Each group took turn to have lunch
with me. There still even more sweet hearted treatments | got. Several girl students brought their homemade special
sweets to the class to share with me. On top of all these, each class had its graduation dinner or graduation tour, and |
was always invited. (2) Taiwanese people are passive and reserved both students and public audiences alike. They rarely
asked questions or made comments. | found it hard to have a group discussion on a topic. (3) Taiwanese people usually
do what they are supposed to do. Students showed some courage to ask me changing class routine, but | never received
request to discuss a speech topic from the general public. When they invited me, it always led up to me to decide the
speech topic.

As to my teaching, | claim | got 100% success rate. | do not have a big mouth, as | did actually see my students’ self-
confidence greatly increased, their behaviors dramatically changed, and their spirits highly elevated. They openly
complimented my teaching such as saying “I hate | just know you now” or “I never thought or felt like that before”.
Some of them even privately showed love and affection to me.

Right from my first year at Tainan Teachers College, | established so-called “Winner Class”. | laid out my theory of self-
image building, namely, “5-S Line of Communication”. At first, people questioned the feasibility of “Straight Line of
Communication”, but surprisingly just only few years gone by, their doubts disappeared. My students felt “5-S Line of
Communication” is very practical, as | used simple line drawing to explain line of communication. | am sure that my
students will spread this good news, as they returned back to school teaching. They would introduce my “5-S Line of
Communication” to their students. Then, | would achieve my original goal of teaching in Taiwan, i.e., “to eradicate fear”
from people’s mind.

In addition to teaching and speech, | also conducted research in Taiwan. The major focus of my research is interpersonal
relationship and marriage. Several of my studies got published at Journal of Educational Research and Journal of
Educational Resource and Study. There is one thing | still feel regretful now. It is | did not get to do research on folk
belief, because | frequently found myself at add with it. For example, | disagreed with my students on “calling back
diseased” on one occasion. | could not back up my argument with research evidence. | ended up going to a temple with
my students. | paid for a service to call my father back to talk to me. | did feel my father coming back then, and | hope |
did crush my students’ beliefs.



Taiwanese academic world is selfish and profit-oriented. Its personnel system is closed and would only employ its own
group of people. It is regretful that | was not able to hold a permanent position, to create my own world, and to conduct
research in folk belief. In 2004 legislator election, | was disappointed to see voter turnout rate of 59%, and some got
elected by buying votes. Whenever | saw the TV programs of “Taiwan Move” and “Taiwan Voice”, | wished to go back to
have a program of “Taiwan, No Fear”. | still feel Taiwanese people are in a state of PTSD and Stockholm Syndromes.
Throughout my life in Taiwan, | have been a teacher, speaker, writer, tax payer, and soldier. Right now, | retired in
United States, and | got no retirement fund or pension from Taiwan at all. To payback our mother-land nourishment of
my life, | think my ten years of teaching there should be more than enough.
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