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W The 3 days at Junior High All-State Orchestra in
Savannah were 3 days filled with fun and new experiences.
It was very exciting to play with the best young musicians
in the state of Georgia. Although the schedule was tight
with rehearsals all day long, there were still great
opportunities to make new friends and talk to old ones. It is
an event that we all look forward to each year.

Cindy Lo
9th grade
Meadowcreek High School
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% TACL Activities y

B The Taiwanese American Citizen League (TACL)
invites any and all first generation Taiwanese American to
participate in our English as a Second Language Program
(ESL). The program is designed as an intermediate level
study that will focus primarily on reading, pronounciation,
and conversation. ESL will be administered and taught by
second generation members of TACL-Atlanta and is
designed to supplement and to "polish" the level of English
language proficiency that the first generation already
possesses.

Class will begin on June 13th at 7:00 PM at the
Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church (ATPC) on Rays
Road and will continue every Monday following at the
same time and place for about 6 weeks.

B TACL will also be holding it's Annual elections on
June 12th at 1:00 PM, following the Sunday service of the
ATPC. We hope everyone can make it to witness and to
take part in the election of a new board of officers !

H Summer volleyball begins on June 4th ! We are
inviting anyone who has an interest in learning how to play
one of the fastest growing sports in the world. Play will
begin at 1:00 and continue until 3:00 for about 3-4 weeks.
At noon, we will run volleyball clinics which will skills
training and practice for everyone from beginners to
intermediate players. For further details of the locations
and dates (we might skip June 18th due to the ATPC
church retreat). Call Stephen at 939-9275.
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The Honorable Warren Christopher
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:
I want to express my outrage about the following matter.

When I, as a Taiwanese American, apply for an American passport, the State Department
prints "China" as the place of birth on my new passport. Since a passport has the function of
"showing the bearer’s origin (and) identity" (Immigration and Nationality Act, Section 101 a
30), I deserve the right to have my place of birth (i.e. not country of birth) truthfully stated as
"Taiwan."

On April 30, 1994 President Clinton signed the State Department Authorization Act.
One of the provisions of the Act was Senator Claiborne Pell’s amendment: ". . . requires the
Secretary of State to permit the place of birth of U.S. citizens born in Taiwan to be recorded
as Taiwan (instead of China) for birth certificates or certifications of nationality."

On May 16, State Department Spokesman Michael McCurry, however, issued the
following statement: "The requirement that the U.S. allow "Taiwan" to be recorded as place of
birth. . . does not affect the identification of place of birth on U.S. passports.”" We Taiwanese
Americans feel genuinely humiliated by such treatment.

"Taiwan" is used in the "Taiwan Desk" of the State Department and the "American
Institute in Taiwan" for the reason that the U.S. does not recognize "Taiwan" as a political term
but as a geographic one. Isn’t a place of birth merely a geographic term too? Since this issue
reflects the welfare of American citizens, it is a matter of national and not of international
concern. I therefore urge you to revise your previous decision, so that we Taiwanese
Americans will be able to rightfully list "Taiwan" as place of birth on our American
passports.

Thank you for your understanding. I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Name Date

Address Phone (O)

(H)
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