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three days before Chinese take-over of Hong Kong. One hundred
COMMUNITY NEWS thousand people are expected to attend the demonstration of the

will of Taiwanese against Chinese aggression.

SETAA Summer Conference: This year’s conference Taiwan is A Big Buyer of US Cars: US Department of =

will be held at University of Georgia in Athens during July 11- Commerce repf)rted that Taiwan is cyrrently the sixth largest
13. Register through your TAA Chapter. Plan to meet friendsin ~ €Xport market in the world fo.r Amenca?-made passenger cars,
the southeast and have fun.’ and the second-largest outlet in East Asia after Japan. Taiwan is

also the ninth largest overseas market for US-made trucks. In the
A . . .. mean time, Taiwan is reported to be the sixth largest supplier of
N—owgese W(?men_ Assoglatlon hc}d auto parts to the US after Japan, Canada, Mexico, Germany and
its 1997 annual meeting in PhiladeIphia during April 18-20. Six Brazil
Atlanta NATWA members participated in the meeting programs. )

Taiwan’s Trade Surplus : Taiwanese governmental report
indicates estimated trade surplus of 9.4 billion US dollars in

Taiwanese Association of America convened its annual
mecting of chapter presidents and representatives at University of 1997, compared to US $10.5 billion for 1996. According to US
Dela.ware over t.he weekend of May 16-18. C.' K. Kuo (TAA trade records, Taiwan is now the United States” seventh largest
presnd'ent), David Chen (Atlanta Chapter President), Shin Chang, trading partner.

and Rich Chou attended.

Taiwan’s Foreign Exchange Reserves: According to
Taiwan’s Central Bank, Taiwan’s foreign exchange reserves
total 88.9 billion US dollars, two-third of which is kept in US
dollars. This is followed by German deutsche mark (20%),
Japanese yen (10%), and Swiss franc (3%).

TACL Summer Interns: The fifth year of Taiwanese
American Citizens League’s summer internship program is under
way with selection of nine interns to work in offices of
congressmen and state representatives.

Erica Cheng won award: Congratulations to Erica Cheng  ive Tajwan Companies Make Top-50 List: Asia Inc.
who won $2000 award from Taiwanese Importer and Exporter

. reports that five Taiwan firms are among the 50 most competitive
Association . companies in Asia. US-based Arthur D. Little conducted a
survey of 4500 companies in 14 Asian countries in terms of
marketing, technology levels, financial efficiency, and low-cost N
of production. Acer, Taiwan’s computer giant, ranked second to

Recent Graduates: Congratulations to promising youths of
our community who graduate from graduate school, college or

high school, and move toward a bright future. Japan’s Sony. Taiwan Semiconductor took the sixth place.

¢ John Liou, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Liou, will begin Others on the top-50 list are United Micro Electronics, Mosel
pediatrician internship in Los Angeles. He has finished Vitelic, and Evergreen Marine.
medical school from Medical College of Georgia.

¢ Steven Chen, son of Mr. and Mrs. David Chen, is going to Constitutional Reform Convention: The KMT-

Emory Law School next fall. - - .-
R dominated National Assembly convene to institute some
- g{ma::; Lec, son of Mr. and Mrs. N. C. Lee, graduated from “constitutional reforms”, such as division of presidential and
islati and elimination of incial
* Eric Lin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Lin, plans to attcnd zﬂf:t?;::: powers, and climination of tinnecessaty provinc:
University of Texas, Austin to study business. )
* Rita Chen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Steve Chen, will start
undergraduate study this fall at Emory. [ YOUTH COLUMN ]
* Jenny Chen, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. C. C. Chen, will study X
pre-dentistry at University of Georgia. From TAA Newsletter editor:
¢ Shelley and Heidy, daughters of Mr and Mrs. K. H. Chuang, .
graduated from Washington University, St. Louis. The goal of this bi-monthly TAA Newsletter is to serve the

Taiwanese American Community. For the past three years, we
had not achieved in reaching out our young members. Thus, we
decided to create a column exclusively for, and managed by the

Wedding and Engagement: Friends and relatives from
Atlanta attended wedding of Cassie Yang, daughter of Dr. and young members. The editorial control of this column will be
Mrs. Chang-Hsu Yang, to Dr.Thomas Cobb in Columbia, S. C. passed to the youth group. Pen name is allowed ( but please
on May 31. Issure Chen is engaged to Eric Yang of Cleveland, notify the editor ). The rules are: No personal attack & No

Tennessee. A December wedding is planned. _profanity language. Jennifer Lee is given the assignment to
' coordinate the starting-up of the column. Please direct comments
Taiwan News or suggestions to her e-mail at JLee7113@AOL.COM or mail to -
the TAA (P. O. Box 464430, Lawrenceville, GA 30246). We
Say No to China Rally: A “ Say No to China, Against hope that the communcation between generations can be

. : = benefited from th tributing articles.
Chinese Invasion” rally in Taipei is being planned for June 28, nettied from fhe contribuiing art



To Laugh or Not to Laugh?
by Samantha Kang

‘A While ago, I received a humorous E-mail from a friend. At

least, I thought it was humorous until my mom heard about it.
She asked me to print it out, and after reading it, she had quite a
few things to say about it. Here is an excerpt from the mail:

"YoU KNoW You'Re aSiaN iF......"

-Your mother has a short-haired, curly perm.

-Your dad is some sort of engineer.

-Your parents still tried to get you into places half-price saying
you were 12 when you were really 15.

-You ask your parents for help on ONE math problem, and 2
hours later they're still lecturing.

-Everyone thinks you're "Chinese" no matter what part of Asia
your ancestors were from.

-Your parents enjoy comparing you to their friends’ kids.

-Your parents say, "Don't forget your heritage".

-You've ever gotten little red envelopes around February.

-You hear (Your name + eee (optional) + yah! ) every time
someone calls you. (e.g., Jean-ee-yah! or Mary-yah!).

-Idiot people try to impress you with pathetic imitation Asian
languages, like the ever-so-popular: ching chong woo bok
chi, etc....

-Your parents say leaving rice in your bowl is a sin.

-Your parents hover over your tired, caffeine-drugged body at 12
midnight to say, "In (their native country), we studied more".

-Your parents say, "Calculus? I took Calculus in 8th grade!"

-Everyone thinks you're good at math.

Your parents' vocabulary is filled with "Ai-yahs and Wah's".

‘Your aunts and uncles bring you back adorable clothing from
Asia with fuzzy bunnies, vinyl ducks and English words that
make no sense, in great colors like yellow, pink, magenta,
orange, and the ever so popular lime green.

-Your parents insist you marry within your race.

-"You want a stereo!? When I was your age, I didn't even have
shoes!"

-People see a bunch of scribbles on a chopstick and ask you to
translate.

-You have to call just about all your parent's friends "Auntie and
Uncle".

-Your parent simply cut the green/black part off the bread and
say "Eat is anyway. It's still good".

-Your parents have either made you play the piano, the violin or
both.

-You get nothing if you do well in school, but get crapped on if
you don't.

-Your family always cheers for the Asian athlete on TV (i.c.,
Michael Chang).

-Your parents tell you about how long it took for them to get to
school, how horrible the weather was in their native country,
and how much they still appreciated going.

-Your parents buy you clothes and shoes many sizes too big so
you can "grow into it" and wear it for years to come."

My mother did not think it was funny at all. She gave me a long,
long lecture about how there are some people in the world, who,
ke the writer of the email, "do not appreciate and are ashamed

of their heritage" and who feel that "being Asian is bad".

But you know what? I don't agree with my mom's feelings.
What is written above may not be too flattering to the Asian race,
and may be even slightly derogatory, but that doesn't mean that it
is wrong to laugh at it, and enjoy the humor in it. Because for
me, many of these things are true. And whether or not it is
humorous all depends on your point of view. If you, like my
mother, choose to think about the words written in the email from
a derogatory point of view, then of course it would seem to be
like an insult to the Asian culture. However, if you, like me,
don't take it seriously, and choose to look at it as purely
something for enjoyment, then that's all it will be -- something
that will make you smile.

When I say this, I know people are thinking, "Well, she's just as
bad as the person who wrote the email -- ashamed of her heritage,
and degrading herself by thinking it is funny." But that's not true.
I'am very proud of being an Asian -- as anyone who knows me
well will tell you. To me, being able to laugh at those words is
not, as my mother thinks, a weakness; rather, it is a sign of true
pride -- because, if you have enough pride, you won't care what
racist things people say about you. I can read this and
acknowledge that, yeah, it's true. But yet I still laugh, because I
have enough self-confidence that things like that don't make me
feel ashamed of my culture and my race and my heritage. I will
continue to laugh every time I read that email my friend sent me,
no matter how "unappreciative or ashamed" my mother says it is
of my culture, because I am proud of what I am -- Taiwanese --
and nothing can ever change that!
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As long as you keép a person down,
Some part of you has to be down there.
, To hold him down, so it means you cannot

. soar as you otherwise might.
A1EIA

Marian Anderson
U. S. Vocalist
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To dream anything that you want to dream
That is the beauty of the human mmd.

. To do anything that you want to do.

That is the strength of the human will. ‘
To trust yourself to test your limits.
That is the courage to succeed.
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Taiwanese Association of America
4328 Sprucebough Drive
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Taipei Economic & Cultural Office
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atlanta, GA 30309
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Arlene Ganes. Marketing Director
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