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[ YOUTH COLUMN ]

From TAA Newsletter editor:

The goal of this bi-monthly TAA
Newsletter is to serve the Taiwanese American
Community. For the past three years, we had
not achieved in reaching out our young
members. Thus, we decided to create a column
exclusively for, and managed by the young
members. The editorial control of this column
will be passed to the youth group. Pen name is
allowed ( but please notify the editor ). The
rules are: No personal attack & No profanity.
Please direct comments or suggestions to e-mail
at JLee7113@AOL.COM or mail to the TAA
(P. O. Box 464430, Lawrenceville, GA 30246).
We hope that the communcation between
generations can be benefited from the
contributing articles.

Youths gather at UGA for SETAA
Conference Victor Chou

The 1997 SouthEast Taiwanese
Association of America summer conference was
held in Athens at the University of Georgia.
Over 50 children, adolescents, and young adults
participated in the youth oriented program,
coordinated by Christine Lee.

I arrived at 2PM and helped at the check-
in desk. My duties included tying meal bands
onto people's arms and telling parents that I
don't know Chinese. I remembered a number of
people from previous SETAAs, met a bunch of
new folks, and reacquainted with a few people
who I was supposed to remember but didn't.
How embarrassing,.

After dinner and related stuff, the youth
program kicked off. I was excited at the large
number of new attendees from Florida and
North Carolina, but disappointed at all the
losers from Alabama and Tennessee who didn't
bother to show up this year. We played a
couple of ice-breaker games, including James
Bond or 007 (whatever you call it; it's the one
where you assassinate people, not to be
confused with David Chen's favorite game,
Mafia). I felt so sorry for the women because
they were getting beaten so badly that I started
killing random men as they came to the front.
Alas, it was all in vain as the men proved
victorious in this most skilled of games.

While the parents were off in their corner
listening to speeches and engaging in serious
discussion, the group (or part of the group, at
least) began work on our two Taiwan night

productions: the ravishing Taiwanese t-shirt
contest and Kung-Fu Masterpiece Theatre. The
diligent Kung-Fu Kids engaged in hours of
intense script-writing, while most of the other
youth sat around and did nothing, especially the
group of kids from Florida. The 10 (or so) of
them crammed into one dorm room and lay
around in there for the greater part of Friday
evening and Saturday morning. They did,
however, perform a pretty cool aboriginal dance
routine on Taiwan Night, so I'm sure the reason
they did not get out of bed until 12 noon on
Saturday was so they could save all their energy
for the routine. Or maybe it was because they
stayed up the whole night before. I digress.

Anyway, after late-night bowling and
Waffle House or hours of neverending games of
Uno (aka. the exciting group or the boring
group), we finally made it to Saturday. The day
starts off with two workshops, given by Peter
Lien and yours truly. Ispent my time
discussing the interesting world of political
internships with many fresh-face, eager
youngsters (snicker, snicker), some of whom
asked interesting, intelligent questions, many of
which I answered fairly accurately. Idon't
know what Peter talked about, because I
couldn't possibly be giving my workshop and
listening to his, right? I think he talked about
money or something like that. Hmmm. [
wonder who got all the attention.

Later, Stephen Chen presented a
workshop on Community Building and Erica
Chen (no relation) presented a workshop on
Dating and Relationships. In the first
workshop, the group discussed important issues
such as the definition and importance of
community and the responsibilities we have
toward our respective communities. The
second workshop was also conducted in an
interactive fashion, and featured a panel of
experts led by Oliver Tseng and Peter Lien,
who helped to resolve difficult relationship
issues involving ethnicity and age, and
answered questions like how to deal with all
those crazy aunties.

After lunch, we hung around and did
nothing. At least that's what I did. Actually, I
didn't so much hang around as sit around.

Other people played volleyball, basketball, and
tennis. 1did nothing. Pretty soon, Taiwan
night was upon us (actually, there was Taiwan
night prep somewhere in the schedule, but I
must admit, I did a very good job of modeling
the t-shirt with no practice at all). There was
singing, dancing, speeches, puppet shows, yada,
yada, yada. Every state and group put together

their own brand of Taiwanese influenced
performance.

As stated earlier, the youth performed the
Taiwanese t-shirt contest and Kung-Fu
Masterpiece Theatre. For those of you who did
not understand the Kung-Fu Masterpiece
Theatre, I will kindly give a synapsis here.
There was a father with five sons. On report
card day, all of the sons bring home excellent
report cards except for the bad son. When the
father congratulates the good sons and punishes
the bad son, the bad son goes and accumulates
his homies, and they go and beat up the good
sons. A posse of beautiful female medical
students rescues the good sons, but fall in love
with the youngest son. The moral of the story
is that you cannot resolve problems by fighting.

Dancing followed immediately afterwards
and the place was rocking. In reality, most of
the people sat on the couches out in the lobby
acting and looking very pathetic. For the
people who threw away their inhibitions, it was
exciting, I think. At least no one got injured.

After dancing for about 30 minutes, we
were kicked out of the Student Center. The
adventurous ones tried to restart the festivities
in the basement of the dormitories, but two
minutes of those stupid Spice Girls killed the
mood. David Chen then organized a huge game
of Mafia, with 30 players in one circle, which
worked for about ten minutes before a couple of
games finally got started. I soon went to sleep,
because I am just too old to be keeping up with
all this excitement, and I cannot report on the
adventures (or transgressions) of those who
stayed up the whole night.

Sunday is usually an off day at SETAA,
with nothing of consequence happening except
for morning worship, picture taking, and all the
hugs and kisses that accompany the last day. I
had to leave before any of the three started, so I
did not get my picture taken or receive or give
any hugs or kisses, but I really can't complain
because I don't know how many I would have
gotten of the three even if I had stayed. Well,
since I obviously don't know the details of
Sunday, I will have to sign-off, and I'll be
reporting the events at next year's SETAA.
Hope to see everyone there.

Some Thoughts After 1997
SETAA:

I asked some of my friends what they
thought of SETAA this year. Two questions:
1) On ascale of 1 to 10, with 10 being the
highest, how would you rate this year's
SETAA? and 2) Do you have any comments
about SETAA or suggestions for the



improvement of SETAA? These can be about
the programs, the activities, the dance, or
whatever else. -- Editor

¥ I think this year’s SETAA was a 6.
It wasn’t as good as last year’s.

My main complaint is that the facilities
this year weren’t all that great. The dorm
rooms were freezing and it took forever to walk
from the dorms to the student center. Also,
since Taiwan night ran almost an hour overtime,
the dance got cut a lot shorter than it was
supposed to be.

The one thing I really liked about this
year’s SETAA, though, was the youth
programs that were provided. I especially liked
the one about “Community Building.” It was
pretty cool to be able to hear an important
subject like that brought up and openly
discussed the way it was at this SETAA. 1 liked
hearing other people’s opinions and input on
the subject. And this year was my first year
bunking in the youth dorm (my previous years
at SETAA I had bunked with my parents), and I
found that to be a pretty neat experience. It was
nice being independent from your parents for a
while, and be able to hang out with people of
your own age group. I got to meet a lot of
people, and I made a lot of new friends.

% Igiveita7.

Iliked it. It was very fun :-) But one
thing I could think of changing was that to walk
to place to place (like from the dorms to TATE)
was not too far, but still a long walk. I think
everything else was fine. ‘Oh ya, change the
music! (Dance of course :-) ) It was fun to meet
people from different places. And if you can,
change the wristbands to something else. It
really bugged me to have it on for THREE days
:-) Many people in the school thought that we
were from the hospital or something.

¥ IrateSETAAas.

SETAA wasn't as fun as I thought it was
going to be. There weren't many activities to do,
and not many people showed up. The dance
wasn't much of a success either. I thought the
programs were okay. The topics for the
discussion sessions were well selected. It was
interesting to see the different viewpoints on the
issues that were discussed. Well, I hope next
year will be better than this year.

¥ I guess this year rates as a 7 or so.

It might be better if SETAA was longer....

if the ice-breakers were a little more organized
we really didn't have time to meet people when

we were playing some of those games. The
speeches are pretty good because 1 like to see
the older ones give speeches and such. The
dance MUST be longer though. We need to
make plans in advance to have it somewhere
where we can keep it until 1 or 2 in the night. 1
dunno. Try to get more people to come to
SETAA too!! The more the merrier. We
should do lots of group stuff w/ the youth I
guess.... free time was fun though. | like UGA
but I liked Covenant College better though.
The food was a lot better there. Well.... hope
that was enough!

¥  Since this is my first time attending
SETAA, I'll give a score of 6.5.

Some of reasons for a low score are:

1. Not many people in my age group
(20~30).

2. Not much to do in late hours (after 10:30
pm).

3. Dorm room was too.cold (AC was ON all
night long).

4. Too political, I think.

1 talked to some of my friends and they -
all agreed that there were not many people in
our age group (20~30). Idon't think many
people knew about the camp. Maybe each
Taiwanese community in each city/state can try
to prompt it through the local Chinese and
English newspapers, and not just through the
TAA newsletter.

I think some people don't like to come to
the camp because of politics. I think this is for
people to get together and have some fun. If
people want to talk about the politics of Taiwan,
then those people can get together and talk
about it. This is not a camp for pro-KMT or
anti-KMT, I don't think. Rather, it should be a
camp for Taiwanese Americans regardless of
religious, economical, or political backgrounds.

Some other minor stuff...

Dinner time was a bit early. Maybe the
Ice Breaker can be moved to late Friday night
(around 9:00 pm) or Saturday morning after the
breakfast.

%  SETAA would be about a 7 or 8 this
Year...

I had a really good time. I'm not sure I'm
the greatest person to answer this question,
because it was my first year, but I know that it
made me want to come back next year...

SETAA was really fun this year, but I
wish it had been longer, because I got to meet a
lot of people, but didn't get to know them that

... well. Tliked it that we had a lot of freedom to

do what we wanted, and I really liked all the

8

workshops we had this year. The building the
community ‘one really affected me, because
before that I had never realized that there were
differences between Chinese and Taiwanese
people, which seemed to me to be the whole
theme of the weekend. Taiwan night was fun
for the most part, I didn't like the puppets very
much, and I don't think many others did.
Maybe there should be a separate Taiwanese
night for the grownups and kids, I don't know.
Anyway, I really enjoyed SETAA this year, and
I look forward to helping host it next year.

As with every event, there are always the
good and bad points. But I think the greatest
part of SETAA — not just this year, but every
year -- is that it’s a time when Taiwanese
people from all over can get together. It’s a
great feeling to be with other people that share
the same ethnic background as we do. One of
the first questions that were brought up in the
youth discussions was, “Why do we come to
SETAA?” I think the main reason we come to
SETAA, which is also the best part of SETAA,
for all of us, is that we were able to be with
friends, as well as make new friends. Iknow, at
least, this is true for me. -- Editor
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