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TASSC News

For its sixth year in a row, the Taiwanese American Social
Service Committee (TASSC) sponsored the Annual Taiwanese
Lunar New Year Feed the Hungry Lunch on Saturday, January 24
at 11:00 AM at the Open Door Community located on 910 Poncc
De Leon in Atlanta, Georgia. Donations of food, clothing, and
service were provided that day by Taiwanese American families
and businesses in the Atlanta area. The tradition of the Lunar New
Year Lunch is rooted in the desire of Taiwanese Americans to
share the happiness of the season with their surrounding
community. Strong committment from Taiwanese Americans
belonging to various organizations such as the Atlanta Taiwanese
Presbyterian Church (ATPC), the Taiwanese-American
Association of America (TAA), and the Taiwanese American
Citizen's League (TACL) has made the event possible for so
many years. ( Continued on Page 5 )
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[ COMMUNITY NEWS ]

TASSC News ( Continued from Pagel)

This year, TASSC donated and served approximately 175 lunches
at the Open Door Community. Each homeless person was given a hot
lunch consisting of baked chicken, pepper steak, egg-roll, fried rice, and
a bottomless soup bowl. In addition to the hot lunch, a "brown-bag"
filled with sandwiches, crackers, fruit, and brownies were provided for
the homeless to eat for dinner. The "bag-dinner" is symbolic of the red
envelopes traditionally given during the Lunar New Year holiday. In
order to make the event as festive as possible, TASSC volunteers
decorated the shelter's dining room walls with red scrolls and other
decorations to commemorate the holiday. All food was prepared from
scratch by Taiwanese Americans in the Atlanta Community.

Close to forty volunteers helped to make this event possible.
Approximately 15 people volunteered by donating and cooking at home,
and then bringing the food to the shelter that morning (see the Taiwanese
version of this article for the list of donors). Food was also donated by
restaurants like North China in Norcross, who has donated food since the
event's inception. The on-site volunteers served food; they included:
Shin Chang, Debra Chen, Suzy Chen, Tina Chen, Susan Chuang, James,
Joyce, & Cajer Gong, Paul Huang, Charles & Christine Lee, Howard
Lee, Peter & Connie Lien, Bernice, Doreen & Karen Lin, Wayne Pan,
Ely Shih, Sou-Pen Su, May & Evelyn Tzou, Amy Chen-Wang, Nick
Yanagisawa, and Alice Yeh. In addition to volunteering their service,
each on-site volunteer donated many loaves of bread.

Media interest for the event was also strong this year. The Lunar
New Year Lunch received coverage in the World Journal by reporter
Peter Yeh and also elicited a telephone call from the Atlanta Journal and
Constitution.

To date, TASSC has donated and served approximately 1200
meals to the homeless community in Atlanta, packaged over 1000 meals



for the elderly, sponsored parties at children's hospitals, and sponsored
food and clothing drives for the less fortunate. Last year, TASSC added
the Mid-Autumn Moon Celebration Lunch to its list of projects, during
which volunteers donate and serve lunch to the homeless. TASSC's next
event will be the Mid-Autumn Moon Celebration Lunch in the Fall.

TACL starts off the New Year

TACL held a New Years Party and Dance on Saturday, January 3,
1998. The party was well attended and many children and adults
enjoyed spending the evening with their friends in the Atlanta Taiwanese
Presbyterian Church. The beginning of 1998 also signals a new year for
TACL. Amy Kuo, the president-elect of TACL for the past year, will be
assuming the role of president for the upcoming year. Officers and
members are being sought for the 1998 TACL year. Please contact Amy
Kuo for more information about the upcoming officer elections.

Special thanks to Jenny Chen's rice cake, Sue's cookies, Rosaleen
Chou's Rice Krispies Treats, Sherry Kuo's desert, S.H. Chang's Veg
Tray, Jenny Wang's radish/taro cake, flowers and balloons are donated
by Mrs. Sophie Huang, donation $200 from Atlanta Taiwanese Chamber
of Commerce, $50 from Steven Chen, $50 from anonymous donor.

Other News

1. Rev. Lin Chia-Cheng was formally ordained as the third minister of
the Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church on Sunday, December 14,
1997. On January 25, David Shinn was appointed to take charge of
the English Ministry.

2. The Atlanta Amitabha Society meet to study Buddhism on Sundays at
10:30 AM. The gathering is at 4450 Business Park Ct., Lilburn, GA
30047. Those interested please call Jessie Lin at 770-923-8955.

3. Local artist Wayne Wu will show his work at Charles Jassen Gallery
(3376 Peachtree Road, Atlanta, GA 30326, near Lenox Square
Shopping Mall), from February 12th until April 12th. The opening
reception will be Feb. 13th 6-8 PM at the gallery. All are welcome
to attend.

4. Oliver Tseng and Shiow-Lih Chuang ‘s wedding was held on January
31 at the Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church. Approximately
200 people attended. They entertained guests at Vine Garden in
Loganville east of Stone Mountain. Oliver’s parent have lived in
Houston after living in Atlanta for many years. Herman Tseng
served as Atlanta TAA presidents three times.

5. The wedding ceremony of Abby Chou and Stephen Chang was held
at ATPC on February 1. Stephen is the second son of Mr. and Mrs.
C. C. Chang.

6. Professor Chia-Ming Chen of UGA is teaching in Taiwan on his
sabbatical leave. He has been a professor at the UGA Forest Science
Department .

7. Su Chang is now Atlanta TAA president. She replaces David Chen.
Three new directors were also elected during the New Year Annual
Meeting. They are Michael Lin, R.L. Tai, and Su Liang.
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