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Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Ko for sharing with us the letters from )
their daughter Jennifer who is travelling in Africa.

Subject: I have arrived
Date: Tue, 24 Mar 98 17:25:55 -0500

Hey, before you read this, please tell Mom and Dad that I have
forwarded a carbon copy to dad’s mediaone email account, so
they should check theirs as well. Well, everyone, I managed to
finally get here in one piece. I got into Cotonou around 10:30 at
night on Sunday. It was stifling hot and they lost one of the boxes
which SIM wanted to send through me. It took me three hours to
track it down, but thankfully it will arrive today in Cotonou. I
stayed one night there and then took a taxi all day into Bembereke
where the hospital is. It took about 5 hours for 100 or so miles.
No A/C and just a little canister of water..... boy, I was so thankful
for that water.

(Continued on Page 7)
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[ COMMUNITY NEWS )

Jennifer Ko's letter home from Africa (Continued from Page 1)

Then I arrived in Parakou and got into another taxi. We were
pretty jammed, two women in the front passenger seat and 4 guys
in the back. Yup, being Asian really attracts a lot of stares in an
Africa country. Anyway, praise God I finally made it up to the
hospital before it got dark. I am living in a small brick house with
2 other French girls, one of whom shall be arriving this Thursday.
The one who is here with me now, Lydia is a pharmacy student
also on rotation here. The living conditions are superb compared
to what the rest of this country has, but admittedly, I am hot most
of the time. There is a refrigerator, a shower, a filter for the water,
a bed and a mosquito net. We each have our own rooms and there
is a stove and kitchen area for everyone to share. Wow, I was
expecting a lot worse..... They have given me the day off today
and so I was able to sleep in. I must have slept 12 hours last night.

Tomorrow I start work in the hospital, and I am so excited to start
seeing patients finally. God has been good. No moquito bites yet,
no scorpions yet, no diarrhea yet...... just a lot of lizards and a few
snakes. Someone started a fire this morning and we had a bit of a



time putting it out. It got pretty close to our house. Oh well.
Everything is under control now.

Well, gotta go. Please forward this email to anyone at church or
on my address book list. If you can get into my account go to the
choice that says address book and you will see lots of email
addresses. Just forward this to anyone who looks familiar to you.
If you do send me emails, or if anyone else at church would like
to send me one, try not to send too many and make sure that other
people do not send too many either, because I have to pay money
to receive them and to send them. It is a minimal amount but
nonetheless, I feel bad spending my money emailing when people
here are so poor and starving. Anyway here is my phone number
just in case something emergent happens and I need to know
about it (61-01-21) You must first dial the country code for
Benin when calling from the States, which is 229. This is the
number to the office, and I am afraid that most of the workers
speak French, so if you need to find someone who speaks
English, ask for ARTHUR PARK, who can speak English and
who can find me. Otherwise, emailing will probably be the best

way. Tell MOM and DAD to start checking their emails at home,
OK?

All right, you know how to get in touch with me. Study hard

Steve. God will give you peace. I love you MOM, DAD and
STEVE.

Jennifer

Date: Thu, 26 Mar 98 21:32:39 -0500

Hello folks. I found out today when I went to the post office that
it cost me more to send a letter than to send an email, so I decided
to stick to emails instead of sending letters.

Yesterday I started in the hospital and in the clinic. I was really
amazed at all the sickness that I saw. There were mosquitoes and
flies everywhere feasting on these poor patients. The smell of
vomit and urine was everywhere and I was so stifled because
there was no air conditioning or fans, but you know, it gave me a
true sense of compassion for these people. For the first time I saw
what true sufering must be like, and I wanted so much to help
these people, give them food and water, give them a clean bath
and clean sheets to sleep on and take them shopping for new
clothes. When I think of how much we take for granted back
home it puts so much guilt within me.

Today I went to the OR for an OB case. We had some
complications and so we had to open her up emergently. I hope
the girl is OK in the end. Usually I help out in the clinic with a
translator who listens to me speak French and then translates into
the tribal languages. If there is a good surgical case going on I can
leave and go and scrub into the case if I want. [ am going to start
taking call next week when we get a phone hooked up in my
room. The day starts pretty late, around 8 in the moming with
rounds on the hospital wards. Lunch is at 12:30 and then there is a
short "siesta", or afternoon nap that everyone takes because here,
the heat is too unbearable at noontime to keep working at full

speed. Usually I go home and nap for half an hour or so and start
work again around 2 or 3 pm. We finish around 6 in the evening
and I am exhausted be the end of the day. Right now there is one

full time doctor who has been here for 6 years, one other resident “

who is here for 4 months and myself. It is kind of scary that this
whole hospital has only 2 real doctors and a med student right
now. We rely a lot on the nurses to be honest.

Anyway, I am thankful that God has brought me here safely and
that I have already seen so much. Today I went to the weekly
market. I wanted to buy some fruits but it all looked a little scary.
Perhaps tomorrow...... I am doing well, so don't worry about my
health. I always remember to take my medications and I have not
had any major episodes of diarrhea yet. The food is generally not
too bad as long as you cook it, and anyways, the heat takes away
my appetite.

Well, so long. I hope to hear from everyone soon. Thanks for

praying for me, because I really need it. I guess I am just not as

strong as I thought...... I love you, nonetheless.

Jennifer

HOPITAL EVANGELIQUE BEMBEREKE
BP 28 Bembereke -

Republique du Benin

TEL: 61 10 53

FAX: 6105 20

Email:heb@intnet.bj

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ATAA Board of Directors have planned the following events for

the coming months. More details will be announced. Please call

ATAA Directors to learn about each event.

DATE | TIME | PLACE EVENT

4/18/97, 2 PM, ATPC Medical Symposium:

1. Andrew Chen, Ph.D. “Body’s Super Doctor -- The Immune
System” : How to strengthen the immune system for health,
disease prevention, and slowing down the aging process.

2. C.L.Chu. “Immune System and Mental Health. How to
Reduce Stress.”

5/2/98,.6 PM, Hilton Downtown  APAC Banquet
5/16/98, 3-7 PM Picnic at Jones Bridge Park
7/10-7/12/98, Furman Univ., S.C. SETAA Summer Conference

7/18/98, ATPC Rev. Kao Chun-Ming Speech

9/12/98 Finance Symposium

10/3/98 Mid-Autumn Gathering /
Festival

11/26/98 Thanksgiving Celebration

11/28/98 Talent Show

12/25/98 Christmas Celebration

12/98 TACL Party

2/99 Lunar new year celebration

and annual meeting



COMMUNITY NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Congratulations to the following All-State Orchestra winners:
High School - Rosaleen Chou and Amy Kuo. Middle School
- Judy Kuo and Jennifer Lee. They will participate in a three-
day music event during 4/30 - 5/2 in Savannah. Hope they
have a good journey and come back with a very good
memory.

The 1998 TAA Representatives’ Meeting will be held in San
Diego, California during the May 1 weekend. TAA President
C. K. Kuo, Shin Chang, Rich Chou, and Aneida Shih will be
in charge of the meeting. Su Chang will represent TAA
Atlanta Chapter in the meeting. '

We mourn the sudden death of Mr. Chi-Hsiung Lin in
Kentucky, who retired and moved there recently to study
theology, and to start missionary work in loca] Taiwanese
American community. He lived in Macon, and had served
as an deacon at ATPC. His dedication and services to church
and community will be long remembered.

Sam Lai and Jocelyn Hsu were engaged on March 22, 1998,
The wedding will be early next year.

TAA is forming a softball practice group. All able bodies are
welcome to sign up. Please call Mr. Michael Lin 704-303-
8162.

TAA Atlanta Chapter Directory will be published shortly.
Please update your directory data.

CORRECTION: We apologize for wrongly listing artist Mr.
Wen-Yau Wu’s art exhibition event in the last issue. Mr. Wu
is one of the 500 most famous water color painters in the U.S.
His art exhibition was held 2/7-3/22/98 at Hunter Museum of
American Art (10 Bluff View, Chattanooga, TN 37403).

TAA Atlanta Chapter’s annual membership dues are $20 per
family ($10 single). Please send to: Mrs. J. H. Lin, 805
Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30307.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS: U.S. Bureau of the Census will
hire over four thousand persons in the next two years. One
clerical and six professional computer positions are urgently
needed. Please contact Atlanta Region Office, 101 Marietta
Street, NE. Suite 3200, Atlanta, GA 30303 Phone: 404-730-
3832. TAA Atlanta Chapter has copies of the
announcements.
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