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[ COMMUNITY NEWS ]

% Thanksgiving Gathering and Talent Show
combined !

TAA and ATPC again sponsor Thanksgiving dinner at ATPC.
Starting time: 12:00 noon. Following the dinner, the talent show
(originally scheduled for 11/28) will now be combined with the
Thanksgiving gathering. Please contact: Mrs. C.K. Liang (770-
992-8448) or Mr. Michael Lin (404-303-8162) to participate in
the talent show.

% Taiwanese School of Atlanta

ATAA has established a Taiwanese School of Atlanta to teach our
second generation Taiwanese American about Taiwnese
languages and culture. Classes have started since 8/22/98. The
school is located at 3070A Corners North Ct., Norcross GA

-
30071. Please call May Tzou (770-446-5314) for registration.



% TAA-Atlanta Chapter now has a website:

The website address is:

http://www.AccessAtlanta/ Community/ Groups/ Taiwanese.

You will find out what's going on in our community, and be able
Mo communicate with your Association.

% A Successful Taiwanese Culture Festival !
By Jennifer Huang

Cheerful laughter and joyful music fill the air as the first
Taiwanese Culture Festival took place on Saturday, October 3rd
at the Taiwanese School of Atlanta in Norcross. The festival,
sponsored by the Atlanta Chapter of the Taiwanese Association of
America, is a celebration to praise Taiwanese heritage and
traditional culture. Moreover, it is also a pre-celebration of the
Mid-Autumn Festival qn October Sth. The event attracted more
than 1,000 visitors, representing people of many ethnic
backgrounds. The attendance peaked around noon time covering
the festival grounds with excitement and liveliness.

A great number of colorful and creative scarecrows were
lined up along the driveway leading to the entrance of the festival.
These personified scarecrows were entirely hand-made by festival
volunteers. Among the scarecrows are decorative flags signifying
Taiwanese culture awareness.

The culture festival began with a costume parade including
traditional drums, lions, buffaloes and dance performers dressed
in various costumes. Taiwanese folk dances were enthusiastically
performed by the dancers on a beautifully decorated stage with an
enormous collage of oil-paintings as background set up. The folk
dances included the Harvest Dance, Aboriginal Dance, Peach

Hossom Dance, Dragonfly Dance, Tea-picking Dance, Flag
ance and Kung-Fu Kids. Every performance met with great
applause and received a very positive feedback from the audience.

In addition to the folk dances, there was a Lion Dance,
Taiwanese puppet show, Taiwanese yo-yo and drum
performance. Exhibitions and demonstrations of Taiwanese
language, writing, customs, artifacts, fortune-telling and games
were set up inside individual booths along the sidewalk. Many
children were eager and excited to learn the fun tricks in kicking
feather pucks and tossing the Taiwanese yo-yo.

The most popular attraction of the entire festival was the
traditional Taiwanese foods. Every food item was home-made by
our Taiwanese "moms" and was categorized by the region of their
origin. These delicious and authentic delicacies received
wonderful comments from everyone; tempura, rice-bowl cake,
bar-oan, rice noodle, muachie and moon cake are a few examples
of the foods.

The festival has wonderfully captured the essence of the
richness of Taiwanese culture. The experience was fun and
exciting; moreover, it was also an opportunity for the younger
Taiwanese generations to learn about their culture. More
importantly, the event was a great way to promote Taiwanese
culture and to extend more awareness around our communities.
Congratulations to all the performers and volunteers for a job well
done!
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