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On December 24, Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church
will celebrate Christmas with a Christmas Eve Candle Light
Service. All are welcome. The service will start at 7 P.M.
Afterwards, caroling will begin at 8 P.M.

The first Winter Youth Retreat will take place at Indian
Spring State Park (just south of Atlanta) from December 28 -
31. The theme for the retreat is "Spiritual Discipline - What
makes the body grow!" All youth are welcome. For more
information, please contact Rev. David Shinn at 404-636-
0066.
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[ COMMUNITY NEWS ]

College Application: by Erica Cheng & Dan Lin

summarized by Jennifer Lee

On Thursday, November 26, at the Taiwanese School of Atlanta, A2
Harvard graduates Erica Cheng and Dan Lin graciously donated

their time to talk about the college application process. Parents,
youth, and children were all invited to listen and ask questions.

The following is a (not-so-brief) summary of their discussion.

Beginning with the college application itself:

1. SATs. 1t's important to remember that the SATs are just one
step in the application process. On the other hand, though, you
want to do well, because you don't want your SAT scores to be
the factor that holds you back. So try your best. Also, don't take
the fact that you can take the SATs more than once for granted.
You still need to study for them. Whether you take a preparatory
course or study for it on your own, however, is up to your
personal tastes. Also, since Taiwanese people tend to score higher
on the math section of the SATs than on the verbal section, try
and work on building up your vocabulary.

2. Transcripts. Like the SATs, try your best to get good grades.
Also, try to take the hardest classes that are offered to you. It is
better to get a B in an AP class than an A in a regular class.

3. Teacher Recommendations. On a college application, at least
two recommendations are required. Try to cultivate a relationship
with your teachers outside of the classroom, such as through clubs
or other extracurricular activities that your teacher might sponsor.
Colleges are most impressed if a teacher feels strongly about your
attributes or knows you on a more personal level.

4. Personal Essay. The personal essay is always a very broad
question such as "What do you like to do in your spare time?" or
"What is important to you?" The essay is a chance for the college
to get to know you, as a person. It is a good idea to emphasize
what makes you different from all the other people that will be
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applying to the school (i.c., any special talents). When writing the
essay, look back at the rest of the application and see what aspects
of yourself are not evidenced by your grades, teacher
recommendations, or activities, and include that in the essay.

. 5. Interview. If you are required to do an interview, be yourself.

Show enthusiasm and excitement. The same rules for the essay
apply here: practice for the interview beforehand by thinking
about what aspects of yourself you want to emphasize. The
questions are very open-ended, so take advantage of that.
Elaborate, and encompass some of those aspects into your answer.

Other points to keep in mind:

Request and send in your applications EARLY! Colleges are
notorious for taking a long time to send them. Plus, applications
take a long time to fill out, especially if you want to do them well.
After all, you can't send in your application unless you have one
first!

Try to narrow down your choice of colleges. For example, Mr.
Lin applied to six, Ms. Cheng to nine (although she also said that
she applied to some because of scholarship requirements). Also,
don't let money affect your choice of college. You can think
about money after you are accepted; also, there are scholarships.
(There are a wide variety of scholarships available to you. Talk
to your counselor. Remember that college is a Iot of money, and
your parents will appreciate a scholarship a lot. }

Try to get involved in extracurricular activities. Colleges like
well rounded people or people with special talents. Also, colleges
tend to compare Asian students with each other, and
extracurricular activities can really set you apart from the masses.
However, don't get involved in ten different clubs just because
they'll "look good on my college resume.” Join clubs because you
really enjoy them. Colleges look for involvement in an activity

W for an extended period of time as well as growth in that activity:

for example, being a member of a club freshmen year, then
treasurer junior year, and then president as a senior. Going along
with that point, try and assume leadership roles.

Volunteer. Do community service. Also, don't limit yourself to
the Taiwanese community. Although it's a wonderful place to
grow and make friends, it's important for colleges to see that you
can go out of your "comfort zone," and that you can interact and
get along with different groups of peopis.

And lastly, some advice to parents and sheir children:

Parents: Don't try and force your kids to be a certain way. You
might want them to be a doctor or a lawyer, but if they want to do
something else, support them and stay open-minded. In Mr. Lin's
words, "Love them no matter what college they go to."

The second generation: Listen to your parents. Some of the
things they say may seem old-fashioned, but a lot of times, they're
right. Once you get to college, you'll realize how important your
parents are and how much they've given up for you. Show them
your appreciation while you still can.
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