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W News from ATPC English Ministry
1. On April 2, ATPC is having a special "Good Friday Tenebrae

Service" to commemorate the death and sacrifice of Christ. The
special service will begin at 8 PM and conclude at 9 PM.

2. On April 4, ATPC is celebrating Easter Sunday and the
resurrection of Jesus. The joint service begins at 11:15 AM, and
will be preceeded by Sunday School classes at 10 AM. There will
be an Easter egg hunt for the children, and a picnic for everyonb
following the service. All are welcome to join us!

3. Once again, our annual Summer Retreat will take place at
Shocco Springs from June 11-14th. We are looking forward to an
excellent time of intensive fellowship and learning, so make plans
to come and join us for a wonderful time.

4. Youth Group Lock-In 1999

Staring at 7 PM on April 9th, the Youth Group will meet for a
great time of being locked in at Vivian and Jimmy's home! Bring
your sleeping bag & bibles, dress casual, and come out for an
amazing time of fellowshipping and learning! For more details,
Pastor David can be contacted.

5. Also for the first time, there will be Youth Group members
participating in a missions/training program sponsored by our
denomination (the Presbyterian Church U.S.A). Vivian Lee, Jay
Liang, Wayne Liang, & Joyce Juang will be going to Puerto Rico
for nine days in June. They'll be looking for your prayer support
and financial backing, so you are invited to consider them
prayerfully.
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Jewish witness tells of war crimes

The only Jewish witness at the war crimes trial of Anthony
Sawoniuk has told Old Bailey jury about the persecution of his
people during World War []. Mr.Sawoniuk, a 77-year-old
retired rail worker born in Poland, stands accused of killing four |
Jews in 1942 in Belarus when it was occupied by the Germans,
He has been charged under Britain's 1991 War Crimes Act of
murdering two men and two women. The witness, Ben Zion
Blustein, said Mr.Sawoniuk, whom he had known since
childhood, became "lord over us Jews" and he had behaved
cruelly whenever he had wanted. He also said there were "many
deaths" in his home town of Domachevo, Belarus, when the
German army arrived in June, 1941, Mr.Blustein, who now lives
in Israel, spoke in Hebrew through an interpreter. He said: "Half
the town went up in flames. Many were injured. We were left
without any medical help." "We already knew the approach and
attitude of the Germans toward Jews. The situation was hard. We
buried the dead . We awaited to see what would happen." Mr.
Blustein said Jews were obliged to wear a yellow star, keep a
night-time curfew, stay off the pavement and bow to any
Germans. He also told the court that a rabbi and 40 of his
congregation had been shot by the Nazis. Wiping away a tear, he
described how the town's Jewish barber was told to dig graves for
his three sons who had been shot. One of his sons was still alive
and cried, but the father was beaten until he complied with the
order to bury him.

Belarus visit

This was the first day of sitting since the whole court travelled to
the site of the alleged 3,000 murders in Belarus last week. The
group went to Domachevo, a town near the Polish border, and
visitedMr.sawoniuk's former home. They also saw the police
station where he worked which was situated opposite the Jewish “_
ghetto. On Tuesday, the jury heard that winter conditions in the
Jewish ghetto were so bad that people were jealous when
somebody died. Although Mr.Sawoniuk is not accused of any
involvement in the massacre, he has been charged with shooting
four Jews in the "search and kill" operation that took place
afterwards.
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YOUTH COLUMN

2-28
Written by Wellington Tzou

The Koumintang (KMT) has ruled the Taiwanese people for
about a half a century now. The KMT is not a very good
government; thus, some people probably wonder why the
Taiwanese have not revolted yet. It is because they are afraid that
what occurred the last time they revolted, on February 28, 1947,
will happen again.

After the Chinese regained possession of Taiwan from
Japan, they caused inflation, downfall in the industry, insolvency,
and unemployment. Worse, the Taiwanese saw the Chinese
riding in luxurious new cars, and the Chinese would also take
away Taiwanese jobs to give to their friends. The Taiwanese rich
became poor, and the poor began to die. The Taiwanese people
were angry: they saw the Chinese as being only concerned about
money. The old people of Taiwan began to say, "The pigs
[Chinese] went away and the dogs [Japanese] came instead. Now
that the dogs are gone, the pigs have come back."

The Chinese tried to control the people by using violent
secret agent organizations. This resulted in many confrontations
between the mainlanders and islanders. The Taiwanese began to
call the Chinese "Ashua," meaning "big police.” A group of
young Formosans that could not take the mistreatment any longerng
took petitions to the American Consulate in mid-Feb 1947,
addressed to the President of the United States. The petitions were
asking the UN for international intervention to relieve the island
of General Chen-I and his "Commissioners" and to clear the way
for administrative reform. Instead of sending them to Washington,
the Consul shelved the petitions. Thus, the people's complaints
were left unheard.

The KMT controlled the whole economy of Taiwan. They
monopolized the entire market on everything imaginable,
especially the tobacco industry. On Feb. 27, 1947, in Taipei, an
old lady by the name of Lin Chiang-mai was caught selling
smuggled cigarettes. The police tried to confiscate the cigarettes,
but the old lady refused, and the surrounding mob began to
protest. The police shot randomly into the crowd, killing one and
wounding others. This act of violence angered the Taiwanese
people immensely.

The next day the people began to rally. The majority of the
demonstrators were youths from the poor class. The unarmed
procession marched to the government offices and demanded
punishment of the police, compensation for the dead, and
dismissal of the head of the tobacco monopoly. The mob then
proceeded to burn the tobacco stock. After burning the tobacco,
the mob marched to the General Director's Office. The crowd
began to shout, "Kill the pig police!" Machine guns from the roof
shot down the demonstrators, killing six people. Many young
people, angered by the injustice, began to fill the streets after they
heard of the attack. They beat the Chinese that they found on the
streets and released the ones that begged. The rioting spread to
the Taipei train station, where the mob beat any person that could
not answer the question "Can you speak Japanese?" The police
and military were overwhelmed by the mob and had to run away.
Stores owned by the Chinese were stoned; others were burned.
Stickers with "Overthrow the Ashua" were stuck ‘on walls,
telephone poles, and on the streets.

On the evening of Feb. 28, 1947, the Defense General
Headquarters declared Martial Law. The army and the mob
began to fight in the streets. The situation became an all-out war.
Govemnor Chen-I called for troops, but the citizens who had

“learned of this took up a section of track, making it impossible for

reinforcements to proceed. So Chen-I lied to the people,
promising them that the incident would be settled peacefully.
However, Chen-I really was waiting for troops to arrive from the
mainland.

On March 8, 1947, gunfire came from the docks in Keelong
and Taipei. Some 50,000 troops from the 23rd Division, which
had a reputation for brutality, joined the 12,000 that were on the
island. The government had decided upon a policy of pure
terrorism: anyone trying to hide or to run was doomed. Hundreds
of Taiwanese were killed, often in violent and cruel ways. By
March 14, the killing in Taipei had ceased, but it was still going
on in other cities all over Taiwan. The UNRRA estimates that
20,000 Taiwanese were killed or imprisoned during March and
April that year.

During these weeks and months, a generation of Taiwanese -
leaders was lost. Those that did survive fled to other countries, buing -
they were watched by agents from the KMT to make sure they did
not say the wrong things. The ones that tried to hide within
Taiwan were caught and executed.



The rioting did not happen because the people wanted a new
government: they only wanted reforms in the old government.
But because of Chen-I and his betrayal, many Taiwanese lost their
lives. A memorial was erected in 1990 to remember those who
died during that time.

Now, new political parties have begun to show up in
Taiwan. The two frontrunners are the KMT and the Democratic
Progressive Party. The DPP want independence from the Chinese
government, while the KMT want to stay with the Chinese. Now
it is up to the people to decide what they want to do, because on
the horizon is the year 2000 presidential election, and the party
that succeeds will decide the fate of Taiwan.
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Dear Editor,

In recent press-reports you referred to the Los Alamos
scientist who allegedly stole nuclear bomb secrets for China as
"Taiwan-born spy."

Although the alleged spy was indeed born in Taiwan, as
President of the Taiwanese Association of America I would like
to make the distinction between "Taiwanese” and "Chinese"
crystal clear:

We native Taiwanese constitute the 85 percent of the
people, who were already on the island when, after the end of
World War II, Chiang Kai-shek and his Chinese Nationalists

occupied Taiwan, declared martial law, and ruled our beautiful
island with iron fist for more than four decades.

It was not until the early 1990s that we Taiwanese were able
to achieve a democratic system on the island, and establish
opposition parties, such as the Democratic Progressive Party.

During the four decades of repressive martial law, the
Kuomintang told the people of our island that they were
"Chinese", and that one day they should be "reunited" with the
China from which the Nationalists were driven away by the
Chinese Communists in 1949. Needless to say that this "Free
China" was neither free nor was it China. It led to diplomatic
isolation of our beautiful island, and a lack of international
recognition.

As Taiwanese and Taiwanese-Americans we want to state
clearly that we want to strive to end Taiwan's isolation, and have
our homeland accepted as a full and equal member of the
international community. .

A sad by-product of the Kuomintang's mistaken policies is
that people like Mr. Lee Wen Ho (the alleged spy) were educated
and grew up thinking they were "Chinese", and developed a
loyalty and allegiance to China.

We are saddened and deeply disturbed by these actions,
which damage both American and Taiwanese security and safety.
T express the hope that Taiwanese and Americans will continue to
stand together in confronting Chinese aggression.

Sincerely yours,

Y. T. Lin, Ph.D.
President, Taiwanese Association of America
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