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[ YOUTH COLUMN]

.WETMCLATDUUA by Issure Chen

This past weekend Tina Chen and I had an opportunity
to attend the TACL National Convention in Houston,
Texas. The purpose of this convention was to review our
mission statement and brainstorm on ideas on how to
improve on those goals. The mission of the TACL is to
enhance the quality of life for Taiwanese American (TA).
Our work is largely devoted to :

Identity: building an understanding of Taiwanese
Americans heritage, encouraging pride in Taiwanese
Americans identity, and helping to contribute to Taiwanese
American culture richer in diversity.

Networking: with other Taiwanese Americans, Asian and
Pacific Islanders, minority and other citizens, as a means of
empowerment, to gain respect from and equality with all
Americans.

Citizenship: helping to instill in our community a greater
sense of citizenship; stressing both the responsibilities and
rights that come with it, so that all may share in the task of
forging a strong future and the benefits that follow.

By going to this conference, I have become more
enthusiastic about the possibilities and the potential of what
TACL has to offer. The success of TACL depends on the
"xYorts, donations and participation of local businesses and

dividuals. We are a non-profit organization and are here
to develop and enhance the quality of life for all Asian
Americans. .

One of my personal goals for Atlanta is to network with

the TA community leaders so that TA are seen as a strong

. and viable voice in Atlanta. If you know of any functions or
meetings that you feel TACL can be of assistance or of
benefit, please let me know. In addition, TACL Atlanta
needs to raise money to help contribute TACL National. If
you would like more information on how to help our cause
or would like TACL to help network, I can be reached at (h)
449-8649 or (0) 416-2034.
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" perspecive ( TACL BULLETIN September 1994, Vol 8, No.1)

TnGmmumm}QCmml "
- Erica Cheng

"How to Be a Perfect Taiwanese Parent (from the d tion §

g persp )

1. Bea little more lenient on the 7 PM curfew. )

2. Don't ask where the other point went when your child comes home with & 99 course grade on
his/her report card.

3. Don't “ai-yoh!” loudly at your kid's dress habits.

4. Don't blatantly hint about the merits of Hah-phoo (Harvard), Yalc-uh (Yale), Stan-phoo
(Stanford) and Emeh-1-Tee (MIT).

5. Don't reveal all the intimatc details of your kid’s life to the entire Taiwanese community.

6. Don't ask your child, “What are you going to do with your lifc” if he/she majors in a noa-
science ficld.

7. Don't give your son a bow! haircut or your daughter two acres of bangs.

8. Don’t try o sct your kid up on a date in anticipation of their poor taste or incpt social skills.

9. Incorporate other phrases besides “Did you study yet?” into your daily conversations with
your children.

10.Don’t ask all your kid’s friends over the age of 21 if they have a boy/girifriend yet.

How to Be a Perfect Taiwanese Kid (from the first generation perspective)

. Score 1600 on the SAT.
. Play the violin or piano on the level of a concert performer.

Apply to and be accepted by 27 colleges.
Have three hobbies: studying, studymg and studying.

©RENANAWN

Go to a prestigious Ivy League university and win gh scholarship to pay for it.
Love classical music and dctcsxulkmgonthctzlephone.
B 2 Westinghousé, Presidenti mdevenmﬂylkhodsSchohr
. Aspire to be a brain surgeon.
Marry a Taiwanese-American doctor and have perfect, ful children (grandkids for
ahma and ah-gongh!). . . i}
10.Love to hear storics about your p. * childhood “,ﬂ\conzabomwnlkmg7md=

to school without shoes.

Mdm:ghtbuchowiuhstshavebecngxuﬂymgguﬂedfwywmdmgplaﬂne,m
differences do exist between the perspectives of first and second g
Along with the generation gap issue, mznyoﬂulopleshxveconcanedlndshpedmldgm

Taiwanese Americans. What values and ch istics have we derived from our parents’ gux:mnn
lndwhatvuluahvemfoﬂned" dently? What obstacles and .opportunities have p
th Jves to our g i Wcmmmlmmwmdmwmuﬂw&ﬁml

Tai Amecrican Students A jion (ITASA) east coast conference, Here and

Now: Tiwanese Americans in the 1990s. The conference will be held at Harvard -Univensity oo
35, l995lndu Brown U

FM be ofm.umuumsmmdmm
mmdmweleome. Comzseeoldﬁwndsmdmnkencwom. Expect good Taiwanese bonding,
delicious food, a great dance, and derful and —dlwuppedq»mljm-p-:bd
weekendofﬁm.WMbeﬂhulsyourﬁrs!or pteenth confe
toacplmethe’rumhmmgemdmusfacmgTuwmmAmminhl%wﬂhunm

February. Hope to see you there! &

For more information and registration forms please contact Erica Cheng (ucha:g@husc.hwud.edn) or -

Peggy Yeh (peggyyeb@husc.harvard.edu). You can also writes”:

Erica Cheng
315 Quincy Mail Center
Cambridge, MA 02138-6609

Erica Cheng was the first president of the Atlanta chapter of TACL and also represented Atlanta om the
National Board of Directors. Currently a junior at Harvard University, she helped reactivate the
Harvard Taiwanese Cultural Society as a freshman there and served as co-president from 1993-1994.
She now serves as co-chair of the l”SﬂAergfemmadasrlnﬂ'ASAEaﬂCoaumm
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