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Camping Trip with Taiwanese School of Atlanta
Jennifer Lee

When my parents told me we were going camping in the
North Carolina mountains with the TSA, I envisioned tents,
campfires, and hikes through the woods. However, the Cherokee
KOA campsite we stayed at turned out to be a campground
designed more for the tourist than for the camping enthusiast: we
stayed in cabins, and there were paved roads, a convenience store,
a fishing pond, and even a swimming pool and tennis courts.

I was a little disappointed that I wouldn't be "roughing it,"
but, considering that I'm not really the outdoorsy type, it was a
relief to discover that we had electricity in the cabin we shared
with the Chous, and running water in the shower/restroom
facilities a few yards away. My mom, upon entering the cabin
and seeing its cramped dimensions, exclaimed, "How primitive!"
Rosaleen and I eyed each other and laughed, commenting
sarcastically, "Oh yes, so primitive! How can this be called
camping when we don't even have air conditioning?"

Admittedly, this could hardly be called camping... but at
least there were plenty of things to do. My parents kindly paid for
me to go horseback riding and whitewater rafting, two of the main
activities offered at the KOA resort.

The description of horseback riding read: "a two-and-a-half-
hour ride with guides that takes riders up to a small waterfall." 1
imagined nice, well-groomed horses that gave a friendly neigh
when you approached them, and a calm, peaceful ride up to the
waterfall.

But the ride was anything but peaceful. I don't know if my
horse was just having a bad day or if it just didn't like me, but
during the first hour of the ride, he kept lagging behind to eat
plants on the side of the trail, and I kept having to kick him to get
him to keep up. During the second half of the ride, however, as if
to make up for his lagging behind, Cricket kept breaking into
gallops. For someone who has never ridden a horse before,
galloping is a really scary thing! There were a couple times
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when, despite my pulling back hard on his reins and yelling
"Whoa!," Cricket just kept galloping, and it took the intervention
of one of the guides to calm him down so I wouldn't fall off.

There were two young boys on the ride with us, and they
came over to me at the end with wide eyes and said, "You got the
best horse of all! I wish my horse had been more exciting!" and I
smiled through my teeth, thinking, "If only you knew..." I think
my horse was a little too exciting for me. Nevertheless, it was
definitely an experience.

Whitewater rafting was more fun. A whole group of TSA
people went together, and since there weren't enough whitewater
rafting guides to guide every boat, many of us got to be self-
guided. Rosaleen and I shared a 6-person raft with four other
TSA guys, and there was also a raft of TSA adults, and another
raft of the younger girls. Despite a couple mishaps ("OWWW!
You hit me in the eye!") and getting stuck on rocks several times
("Oh no, we're stuck AGAIN! PUSH!"), the majority of the 3-
hour ride down the Nantahala River was full of good-natured
yelling of directions from Wellington and Eric ("NO, if the LEFT
side paddles, the boat turns to the RIGHT!"), occasional
competition between the three TSA rafts ("There's the girls' raft!!
Paddle faster!"), and plenty of giggling and yelling from me and
Rosaleen ("AHHHHH!! BIG ROCK! LEFT! LEFT!
WHEEEE!"). I'm sure many of the other rafters and the guides,
upon hearing the childish screams from our boat, thought we were
crazy, but none of us really cared what anyone else thought. We
were sad when we finally had to pull to the shore and get out,
shoes and shorts dripping wet, and go back to the bus that would
shuttle us back to the campsite.

That night the TAA people built a fire in the middle of our
section of cabins, and we all sat around talking and enjoying the
fire and food. My dad told a "ghost story” in Taiwanese that he
said was actually a true story from his youth, with Victor Chou
hilariously if not very accurately translating it into English. I sat
in a chair a few fect away from the fire, wrapped in a blanket, and
felt very comfortable and warm and good.

That night I woke up to go the bathroom, but as I struggled
to get out of bed, pain shot up and down my arms, and I realized
that all the paddling I had done while we were rafting had made
my arm muscles incredibly sore--so sore that I could hardly
move! I groaned inwardly as I slipped out of the cabin and made
my way to the bathrooms.

When I came back, still groggy and sore, for some reason I
looked up, and although my eyes were bleary with sleep, I saw
that the sky was filled with stars. I paused, realizing that this was
a unique moment, and I searched the sky for constellations, but in
my sleepiness, all I could appreciate was how clear the stars were
and how many more of them I could see, out here in the
mountains, than I could back in Atlanta. But my desire to go
back to sleep overwhelmed me, so I stumbled back into the cabin
and eased myself, muscles aching, back into bed.

The next morning we all packed up to go. Now when I look
at the pages in my photo album with my "camping" pictures and
think back on that weekend, the stars I saw that night were kind of
symbolic of the entire trip: When my family left Friday afternoon
for North Carolina, I didn't really know what to expect. But the
unexpected ended up making the trip that much more memorable.

Nevertheless, it was a day or two before my arms stopped
feeling sore.
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