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B 2002 TACL Social

The Taiwanese American Citizens' League (TACL) is once again
having an annual New Year's Social! Come join us and party a
little before school starts! There will be dinner, and a special
speaker, Ilin Chuang, and, of course, a dance following dinner.

This year's TACL Social will be held on:

January 4, 2002 (Friday)

Marriott-Norcross

475 Technology Parkway, Norcross, GA 30092.
Tel: (770) 263-0766

Doors will Open at 6:30 pm
Dinner and Speaker 7:00-8:30 pm

- Dance will begin at approximately 8:30
Dress is semi-formal.

Admission prices:
RSVP by Dec. 29:

Adult: $20  Children (under 10): $10 Dance only: §5
At the door:

Adult: $25  Children (under 10): $15 Dance only: $7

Formal invitations will be sent out soon; however, if you do not
receive an invitation and would like to RSVP ahead of time,
please send the information below and a check made out to the
Taiwanese American Citizens' League of Atlanta to:

TACL Atlanta

c/o Young Lee

871 Indian Hill Parkway
Marietta, GA 30068

TACL Registration Information:

Name: Phone: e-mail:
Address:
Adult: x $20 =
Child: x$10=
Dance Only: _ x$5=
Donations: =
TOTAL =

Dinner Selection:

Chicken Linguini __  Baked Chicken __ Vegetarian __

Any additional questions can be directed to
taclatlanta@yahoo.com. Have a relaxing winte brc ' «1d hope
to see you at the Social!
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Professor Helen Lee

Helen Lee has just returned from her triumphant
performance in Taiwan this past summer at Taiwan's National
Concert Hall, and she was recently invited back to perform again
last month.

By age 21, Helen had won a national singing competition,
carned her music degree with honors in her home of Taiwan,
soloed with the national Taiwan Symphony, and recorded several
albums. After arriving in the United States for her postgraduate
education, she won the Metropolitan Opera's district audition but
chose to settle in Nevada with her husband, Richard Lee, and
devote herself to her family, teaching, and performing.

In 1987, she soloed at Lincoln Center in New York and
appeared as guest soloist with the San Francisco Chamber
Orchestra.  She also sang the leading role in Hadassah's
production of the "King and I". Previously, Helen made her
concert tour to Japan, sponsored by Suzuki Music Inc., where she
appeared on national television. Locally, she has soloed with
Reno Philharmonic, Reno Chamber Orchestra. UNR Concert
Choir, and the Sierra Nevada Master Chorale.

Helen has soloed twice at Carnegie Hall with the Chorale.
In 1996, she gave a concert in nine languages as part of a
multicultural celebration held at University of Nevada, Reno. In
1997, on a nationally televised performance, Katarina Witt, the
two-time Olympic gold medallist, skated to Helen Lee's live
rendition of "O Holy Night".

Helen teaches on the faculty of the Music Department of the
University of Nevada, Reno, and she is also the president of the
UNR faculty's Honor Society for International Scholars. Helen
and Richard have two children; their son Felix was one of the
youngest graduates of Harvard Law School, and their daughter
Eileen was also one of the youngest graduates of Columbia
University receiving her Master's degree at 22.
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Wen Shu Yeh

FAPA will celebrate 20th anniversary on January 13, 2001 in

Taipei. More than 350 members and friends will participate

the convention. It is not too late to register. Let us celebrate

this unusual event together in Taipei.

FAPA 21th Annual Board Meeting was held on November 16-

18 in Washington DC. Prof. Ming Chi Wu was elected as new

President. The key speakers in the meeting were AIT Director

Richard Bush and TECO Representative and Vice

representative Mr. Chen and Dr. Lee. WHO, Taiwan for UN,

Taiwan high-level visits, TESA and Taiwan self-determination

are the major lobby issues in next year.

. The House Committee on International relations passed HR
2739 on November 28. The Secretary of States is authorized
(1) to initiate a United States plan to endorse and obtain
observer status for Taiwan at the annual summit of the World
Health Assembly in May 2002 in Geneva; and (2) to instruct
the United States delegation to Geneva to implement that plan;
(3) the Secretary of States shall submit a written report to the
Congress not later than 14 days after the date-of the enactment
of this act. The Bill will go to the House floor for vot

1.

2002 Taiwanese American Heritage week Committee

N 20025 & B X LR BRITE B ¥xE
© Every year, the month of May is designated as a month of
national celebration and commemoration of the innumerable
contributions that Asians and Pacific Islander have made in
American life. Also every year, the week starting with

Mothers' Day is designated as Taiwanese-American Heritage
Week.

The Heritage Week is dedicated to recognizing and
appreciating aspects of Taiwanese-American Heritage in the
United States as well as to paying tribute to those who have
enriched every aspect of the Taiwanese cultural experience
with their talents, intellect, and activism.
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B Taiwan Election FAQ
L. Legislative Election

How many seats are being decided in this election?

>> All 225 of them. The fifth Legislature will comprise 168 legislators
from the special municipalities, counties, and cities in the Republic of
China, four seats for members of plains Aborigine tribes and four for
members of mountain Aborigine tribes, eight seats representing the

overseas Taiwanese community (i.e. ROC citizens residing abroad), and
41 at-large legislators. Each county and city must be represented by at
least one directly elected legislator.

How are the overseas Taiwanese and at-large seats filled?
>> The political parties are given those seats to fill, based on their
percentage of the vote. Thus, a party receiving 35 percent of the vote
would be given a proportionate number of these seats.

How long are legislators elected for?
>> Three years.

Are there term limits?
>> No.

How many votes were cast in the two previous legislative
elections, and what was voter turnout?

>> About two-thirds of eligible voters went to the polls in the last two
legislative elections. In the 1995 election for the third Legislature, 67.65
percent of the 14,153,420 eligible voters cast their ballots. The 1998
election brought out 68.09 percent of that year's 14,961,930 voters.

What were the results of the last legislative election?

>> The Kuomintang won the most seats, with 46.43 percent of the vote;
followed by the Democratic Progressive Party, 29.56 percent; and the
New Party, 7.06 percent. Independent candidates and those from small
parties gathered the remaining 16.95 percent of the vote. Comparison of
the results of Taiwan's elections in 1998 and 2001:

Party After 2001 | % Before 2001 | 1998
Election Election

Democratic 87 38.7% | 65 70

Progressive Party

Kuomintang 68 30.22 | 110 123
%

People First Party | 46 2044 |20 -
%

Taiwan Solidarity | 13 578% | -- --

Union

New Party 1 0.44% | 8 11

Others 10 4.44% | 17 21

IL. County Magistrate & Mayoral Elections

What positions are up for election in the 2001 county magistrate
and mayoral elections?

>> All county magistrate positions will be decided in this election. Most
cities -- but not Taipei or Kaohsiung -- will choose their mayors.

What has voter turnout been like in previous mayoral and
county magistrate elections?

>>1In 1997, 11,809,277 people, or 65.92 percent of the eligible
electorate, turned out. 1993 had a higher turnout of 70.68 percent, or
10,841,653 voters.

What were the results of the elections for county magistrates and
city mayors in 1997?

>> The Democratic Progressive Party outperformed the previously
dominant Kuomintang, taking 43.32 percent of the vote to the KMT's
42.12 percent. The New Party trailed far behind its rivals at 1.42 percent,
while independents and members of other parties scored 13.14 percent.

How long do county magistrates and city mayors serve?
>> Four years.

Are there term limits?

>> Yes. Unlike legislators, who have no term limits, county magistrates
and mayors are limited to two terms in office. (The president is also
limited to two four-year terms.)

Prospects bright for Taiwan, say analysts
More economy-related bills seen after DPP win
12/03/2001, by Lisa Wang, The Taiwan News



The decisive result of Taiwan's general election which made the
ruling Democratic Progressive Party the largest in parliament, is likely to
bring welcome relief to the island's gloomy economy, analysts said
yesterday.

The DPP-led administration of President Chen Shui-bian can now
work with parliamentary colleagues to push through bills to revive
Taiwan's economy, which has sunk to a 26-year low, they said.

They predicted negotiation would replace the squabbling within a
parliament previously controlled by the opposition Kuomintang which
marred Chen's first 19 months in office.

"The ruling party will be able to implement its policies more smoothly
with closer cooperation with parliament," said Wu Chung-shu, an
economic researcher at the Academic Sinica, a prominent research
instititute in Taiwan.

"(President Chen's) administration is under tremendous pressure to
turn around the economy, as it only has two more years in office to fix
the problem.

"My guess is that it will waste no time in pushing for finance or
economy related bills to bring the economy out of the woods," he said.

Howver, Hsu Chen-min, an economics professor at the National
Taiwan University, also pointed out that "bridging the gap between
ruling and opposition parties on economic issues” is crucial for the DPP
to realize its plans.

"The DPP's success in convincing independent legislators to forge
an alliance in the Legislature to form a dominant force is a key factor for
the DPP's key economic policies, said Norman Yin, a banking and
finance professor at National Chengchi University and newly elected
People First Party legislator. Yin also said that "if the government does
not do what it can to propose and implement long-term plans to help
local industry development, there would be an exodus to China in the
high-tech sector."

Roel Leuterio, deputy manager of the Research Institutional Sales
Department at MasterLink Securities Corp. says that since none of the
three main parties will hold the majority in the Legislature, the ‘
uncertainty that has plagued the Taiwan Weighted Stock Exchanged is
over. "More investors will return to the markets,” Leuterio said, adding
that this will give the Taiex a small boost in the next few days.

Taiwan's Turn
The Financial Times, December 4, 2001

The outcome of the parliamentary elections in Taiwan marks a
watershed in the country's recent history and one that is likely to disturb
the government in neighbouring mainland China. Beijing should resist
the temptation to overreact.

The emergence of the Democratic Progressive party as the largest
in parliament brings to an end more than 50 years' domination of the
legislature by the Nationalist party founded by Chiang Kai-shek. The
next coalition government will be one that does not automatically
support reunification with the mainland but is associated instead with
aspirations for Taiwanese in-dependence.

The lack of immediate condemnation from Beijing is reassuring,
although it is still too early to assume that none will be forthcoming. But
at least the victory of the DPP has not been greeted with the same sabre-
rattling from mainland China that met the election of President Chen
Shui-bian last year.

The Taiwanese election was not fought on the basis of
independence versus reunification, although many people voted
according to their identity. A growing number of indigenous Taiwanese
clearly reject the idea of being ruled by "mainlanders", whether they be
nationalist or communist. That is a reality Beijing is going to have to
learn to live with. Another reality is that economic and investment ties
between the two entities are bringing them closer in practical terms, if
not politically.

The priority for the DPP should be to form the broadest possible
coalition, to provide a stable government capable of reviving the ailing
Taiwanese economy and introducing overdue domestic reforms.
Cleaning up bad loans in the financial sector and slimming the bloated
state bureaucracy are both essential. Restructuring may be politically

difficult during a recession but the greater danger is that the burden of
bad loans and in-efficient management could undermine rapid recovery.

China should be ready to deal with Mr Chen and his DPP. He has
demonstrated pragmatic intent by relaxing restrictions on Taiwanese
investment on the mainland. That now totals an estimated Dollars 60bn
and provides jobs for about 3m Chinese workers. Such close ties make
the Taiwanese more relaxed about the mainland, in contrast to
ostentatious military exercises across the Taiwan Strait.

Washington's warmer relations with Beijing in the wake of
September 11 should also encourage closer practical co-operation. There
are going to be no quick fixes in Beijing's relations with Taipei but nor is
there any need for ideological grandstanding.

Copyright: The Financial Times Limited 1995-1998

"Embrace Taiwan"

Opinion Piece by William Kristol

Tuesday, December 4, 2001, The Washington Post

TAIPEI -- In Taiwan's legislative elections Saturday, it sure wasn't the
economy, stupid. Taiwan is enduring its worst economic contraction in a
half-century, with GDP falling at an annual rate of 4 percent last quarter.
Since the historic election of President Chen Shui-bian of the Democratic
Progressive Party in March 2000, Taiwan's stock market has declined by
more than 50 percent. Yet the DPP surprised most observers by winning
decisively, gaining 21 seats in the 225-seat legislature and supplanting
the Nationalists as the largest party. President Chen, frustrated by
opposition control of the legislature in his first year and a half, should be
able to find support for a working majority with the help of smaller
parties.

Saturday's results mark the completion of Taiwan's democratic
revolution. The Nationalists, who had governed Taiwan for over a half-
century (the first 40 years or so under martial law), collapsed on Saturday
from 123 seats in the 1998 election to 67 seats in this one. The
Nationalists had tried to mount a comeback from their defeat in last
year's presidential election by running as the party of appeasement of,
and eventual reunification with, mainland China. They claimed that
Chen's pro-Taiwan-independence background was hurting Taiwan's
economic prospects because of the hostility he engendered from the
mainland. But the voters dramatically rejected the prospect of
reunification in favor of (de facto, if not de jure) independence.

China hands in Washington will desperately try to avoid the clear
implications of this vote: America's one-China policy is dead. The
citizens of Taiwan think of themselves as a free people separate from
China, at least as long as China remains unfree. America has no reason
any Jonger to claim otherwise. It has every reason to support the right of
the peoples of Taiwan and China to determine their future relationship
based on the principle of popular consent.

The "one China" policy is not only silly, it is dangerous. It can encourage
Beijing to believe it can get away with bullying Taiwan, when in fact it is
inconceivable that the United States would not come to the aid and
defense of a fellow democracy. Last spring President Bush said the
United States would do whatever it takes to defend Taiwan. The State
Department tried to explain away the president's remark. After Saturday's
elections, that remark simply states an obvious truth.

It's therefore time for American policy to adjust to the new reality
in a way that helps preserve peace in the Pacific and that strengthens the
forces of democracy. It's time to retire the doctrine of "strategic
ambiguity" with respect to the defense of Taiwan in favor of an
unequivocal commitment to its defense. It's also time to sell Taiwan the
arms it needs so it can continue to defend itself and make the U.S.
guarantee something that will never have to be invoked.

Nor is there any reason to continue treating Taiwan, a free and
democratic republic of 23 million people, as some sort of pariah state.
Taiwan's officials are not allowed to visit or meet with senior U.S.
government officials. The secretary of state recently met with the <=
minister of Iran, one of the world's leading state sponsors of terro=s—
but he cannot shake hands with the foreign minister of Taiwan. T-x
situation, a relic of the Cold War and of the claims of the prev’zis
authoritarian government in Taiwan to the right to rule Chin=
inconveniences Taiwan. It dishonors the United States.
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Apart from the military threat from the mainland, the other great
danger to Taiwan is that China will use the growing economic
relationship between the two neighbors to undermine Taiwan's
autonomy. The United States can play a greater role than it now does as
an economic counterbalance to China by, for example, exploring the
possibility of a free trade agreement with Taiwan. Our business
community justifies trade with China on the grounds that it will lead,
sometime in the future, to political liberalization. Increased trade with
Taiwan defends a political liberalization that has already happened.

East Asia faces a choice between accommodating the rising power
of China and deepening and expanding the democratization embraced by
many of China's neighbors. The United States has an interest in helping
to secure and strengthen the rising democracies -- not least because this
could influence China's development in a liberal and democratic
direction. It's therefore time to consider some sort of collective security
arrangement among the Pacific democracies, with the United States at its
center. Mainland China would complain that such a grouping would
exclude it. There is, however, an easy answer to the rulers in Beijing:
Embrace democracy.

Rep. David Wu's Congratulatory Letter
Wu Calls the Election "Another Important Step in Taiwan's
Transformation to Complete Democratic Governance”

The People of Taiwan e
C/C Tainci Peanemic and Coltyral Reprasewiative Office

Washington, DC 20016

Dear Friends:

As a long-time friend of the people of Taiwan, I am writing to
congratulate you on the December 1, 2001 legislative election.

While I take no sides in Taiwan’s domestic elections, the December 1
political contest is another important step in Taiwan’s historic
transformation to complete democratic governance.

With the first-ever peaceful transition of powers in the 2000 presidential
election, and now the first mid-term legislative election after that
transition of executive power, Taiwan demonstrates to the world its
commitment to democratic governance and the rule of law.

The Taiwanese people are rightfully proud of their achievements.
Taiwan’s recent entry into the World Trade Organization, together with
its successive democratic elections, put the people of Taiwan in the front
ranks of democratic peoples around the world.

Again, my sincere congratulations to the people of Taiwan, and the
contestants involved in the election. I look forward to future
opportunities to work together.

With warm regards,

David Wu

Member of Congress
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