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More than one million students spend three grueling

hours taking the SAT, the test that helps colleges to
determine which students should be admitted. Besides the
three hours spent taking the test, most students also dedicate
many hours preparing before the test to make sure they get
the best score possible, and then even more hours after the
test worrying about whether they actually did well. Since
SAT scores can play such a crucial role in a student’s
academic future, many students look upon the SAT with
dread. Here are some small tips for preparing for the SAT
that may net you a higher score and abate testing
apprehensions you may have.
Structure of SAT

First of all, you should understand the structure and
layout of the SAT. The SAT is a multiple-choice test with six
sections. There are three verbal sections containing
analogies, sentence completion, and reading comprehension.
Two of the math sections are solely multiple-choice, while
the third math section contains quantitative comparisons and
grid-in questions. All the questions are worth the same
number of points and (except for the grid-in questions in the
math section) have a ¥ penalty for wrong answers. The SAT
is timed, so familiarizing yourself with the instructions for
each section of the test beforehand by looking at practice
tests can save valuable time.

1. Vocabulary
The verbal section of the SAT contains analogies,

Verbal Section

sentence completion, and reading comprehension, all of
which emphasize vocabulary. As parents and teachers have
no doubt pounded into your head, reading frequently as a
daily habit will no doubt benefit you greatly when it comes
to the SAT Verbal; however, do not despair if you are not an
avid reader. Buffering your vocabulary by directly studying
words that appear frequently on the SAT will improve your
score significantly. It’s amazing how many new words you
can learn in a week (I am not saying that last-minute

/ +word-cramming will definitely work, but [ am willing to

flov 10 prepare SAT

Joyce Chen

L

venture that a month’s review of advanced vocabulary can
do as much good as a year or two of steady and dedicated
reading).
2. Reading
Of the 78 questions in the verbal half of the SAT, 40
are reading comprehension. While having a good vocabulary
can easily dispel most obstacles that you would face in the
sentence completion and analogies, reading comprehension
doesn’t come in one basic form. Reading comprehension is
more time consuming, so be sure to parcel out fifteen to
twenty minutes of test time just for that section. A way to cut
down on time spent for reading comprehension is to keep in
mind that the questions at the end of each reading passage is
arranged in the order of appearance in the passage. The ETS
knows that students won’t have time scanning all over the
passage to locate an answer. Feel free to mark up your paper.
either to bracket sections that the questions are referring to, \w
or to underline the main concepts of the passage.
Math '

1. First of all, know the formulas in the reference table that

Basics

is on the math section. The formulas in the reference will
most definitely be used (that’s what the reference section is
there for!) You should know all of those formulas without
having to flip back and forth in the test packet. Besides these
fundamentals, look over any simple formulas from previous
math classes that you have a hard time remembering.

2. Do scratch work on your test booklet. Small graphs and
diagrams can help you think and avoid stupid mistakes. Feel
free to scribble your work; no one will look at or reward
pristine work. After arriving at an answer, substitute your
answer into the question and see if it works.

3. Problems in the math section progress from easiest to
hardest. Remember to use the order of difficulty to your
advantage; don’t struggle over a particularly hard -

quantitative comparison when you could be doing an easy

multiple-choice question.(3 5, T HA##)
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D&B DESIGNS WORKROOM
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Custom Designed & Color Coordinated
Window Treatments Wall Coverings Floor Coverings Accessories
Furniture / New or Reupholstered Home Remodeling or Additions

770 Deer Oaks Drive Lawrenceville, GA 30044
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DIANA C. HSU
Interior Decorater
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