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BLOW AWAY By Victor Chou
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will no longer talk about Hurri-

canes Camille or Betsy. The dev-

B e Y

I was in New Orleans on Satur-
day, August 27, 2005, two days
before Katrina hit. | had been liv-
ing there for the past two years.
In that short time, New Orleans
had become my new home.

When | saw the news that after-
noon, Katrina was a Category
Four hurricane and it was headed
directly for us. In the past three
hundred years, getting struck by a
hurricane of this magnitude was
something that the people here
had always feared, but never en-
countered. | made decision to
evacuate that evening to my par-
ents’ home in Atlanta.

[ think that from now on, people

astation from Katrina will certainly
be recognized as the greatest
natural disaster to date in the
United States, one which caused
the abandonment of an entire ma-
jor American city of over half a mil-
lion people.

As | read the news stories during
and after the storm, it was easy to
become influenced by the nega-
tive headlines in the papers. One
must remember, however, that for
every New Orleans police officer
who deserted their post, there
were six others who worked for
seven days in a row doing their
jobs in adverse circumstances.
For every person who died, there
were a hundred lives saved by the
gentle hand of a Coast Guard pi-
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lot, Fisheries and Wildlife em-
ployee, or even a volunteer citizen
with a boat.

Many of my colleagues, including
my girlfriend and her father,
worked for a week straight at hos-
pitals in the city during the after-
math in conditions worse than
those seen in any Third World
country. When the flooding de-
stroyed power lines, water and
sewer mains, and emergency gen-
erators, they were forced to func-
tion without power or running wa-
ter.

Patients that weighed 300, 400,
and even 500 pounds had to be
carried down fourteen flights of
stairs because there were no ele-
vators. No X-rays or labs could be
performed because there was no

power to run the machines. Phar-
macists prepared medications,
doctors performed surgeries, and
babies were delivered by flash-
light. Patients were being trans-
ported to helicopters over flooded
streets in hand-paddled canoes.
Patients who had died began to
decay and smell because there
was no refrigeration. Everyone in
the hospital urinated and defe-
cated in small plastic bags which
they then threw out the window
into the flooded streets below.

It was an incredibly difficult and
trying time for the medical staff
during those days. Certainly
nothing that they teach you in
medical school or residency could
prepare for the circumstances
that my friends faced during the
disaster. Even among this adver-
sity, however, only three patients

ikl L e L I N N L R LT

in Charity and University Hospi-
tals died, due largely to the heroic
efforts of those working at those
facilities.

During these past couple of
weeks, there has been debate
about whether or not New Or-
leans should be rebuilt and who
should bear the cost. | under-
stand that many people would
rather New Orleans not be rebuilt,
if the high crime rate, poor educa-
tional system, and extreme pov-
erty were to remain. With that |
cannot disagree. But one must
also remember that it was this
very same city that produced
some of the most selfless and
courageous people that | have
ever seen, and we should all be
grateful that there are people like
them to help us in our times of
need.

I'would like to conclude my letter
by saying that | have been ex-
tremely grateful for everyone's
kindness during this tumultuous
time. The number of phone calls
to my parents’ house, especially
from other Taiwanese families,
asking how | am doing have now
numbered in the hundreds. Itis
heart-warming to see that even
after | have been away from At-
lanta for a few years now, every-
one that | knew still cares about
my well-being.

As of this writing, | have returned
to Louisiana. | don't know when |
can permanently return to New
Orleans, but what | absolutely do
know is that | am extremely grate-
ful that there are so many people
out there that care about me and
who are willing to help me in any
way possible.
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BRf23% 404-409-0048 » caesar.chen@gmail.cocm

Located on U.S. Hwy. 441 within the city limits of
Tallulah Falls, Ga. About 2 hours driving from
Atlanta Downtown

Directions: From Atlanta:Take 185 north to U.S.
441 North. From here the park is about 33 miles
to the park.
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E-mail : chungho@att.net

Special Program

® Y:REEE - BUR 485 (Gwinnett County,
up to $7500)
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® kel TR - 1031 Exchange (Capital Gain / Tax
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Georgia International Properties, INC
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CHEN EYE CENTER

Dr. Willie YW Chen MD
(Board Certified Ophthalmologist ) Wik ¢ 1039 Rays Road, Stone Mountain GA 30083

Atlanta Taiwanese Presbyterian Church

B | SR AN T RLASTC) &+ (404) 297-0665 ( Office ) (404) 297-6656 ( Fellowship Hall )
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