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My Teaching Career - From An Elementary School Teacher in Taiwan to A University

Professor in America
William W.S. Wei

I grew up in a poor village in Hsinchu, Taiwan, and was the valedictorian of my elementary and middle school graduating
classes. Because of our family” s difficult financial situation, I did not continue to a regular high school for colleges and chose
to go to Hsinchu Normal High School instead, which was one of seven normal high schools in Taiwan. These schools were
supported by the Taiwanese government, were tuition free, and provided free dormitories and meals to their students. In return,
all normal high school graduates were required to teach elementary school for at least three years. Most continued to teach until
they retired.
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After graduating in 1959, I was asked to teach at an elementary school in a northern Taiwan seashore village at Laomei. My first
class was twenty-two fifth graders, fourteen boys and eight girls. It was a full day of teaching. I was the only teacher for the
class and had to teach all courses, including Chinese language, mathematics, history, geography, natural science, music, Sports,
and arts. Except for the Chinese language course, I used my own methods and experiences to help teach these courses. I used a
story telling method to teach history, a group travel method to teach geography, and farm examples to teach mathematics and
natural science. I always treated my students like my younger brothers and sisters. I taught them for two years until they
graduated. They were all very happy, and told me that I was the only teacher who never punished them physically by using a
ruler or a bamboo stick to strike their hands. Laome1 was a relatively poor village. In that class, only two students went to
middle school while the rest stayed home to help their families after graduation. Some of these students later moved to the
Taipel area, developed successful careers, and started to look for me. Finally, they found my US telephone number and called
me when they met together at Laomei to celebrate the Lunar new year in 1989. Since then we have always had reunion
whenever I visit Taiwan.
In order to prepare for Taiwan' s national joint entrance examination for universities and colleges, I asked to teach second grade
in my third year. Second grade only had morning classes which allowed me more time to study. At that time, the national
university and college entrance examination was divided into three categories: Category 1 was for science and engineering,
Category 2 was for general arts, social science, business, law, and education, and Category 3 was for biological science,
agriculture, and medicine. At a normal high school, students had courses on educational psychology, teaching systems, and
methods but did not have science courses such as chemistry, biology, and physics. My preference was Category 2. I did not have
any problem studying the exam subjects like Chinese, mathematics, history, geography, and the three people's principles. My
only problem was English because the subject was not taught in normal high schools. I had to use a radio to listen to the
“English Class on the Air” given by Professor Lilien Zhao, a professor at the Department of Foreign Languages of National
Taiwan University (NTU). In 1962, after completing my three-year elementary school teaching obligation, I took the national
entrance exam and was successfully admitted to the NTU Department of Foreign Languages which was my first choice.
During that time, there was a faculty advisor system at the NTU Department of Foreign Languages. In my second year, my
faculty advisor was Professor Yuen Yensu, who was a NTU graduate, received his PhD in literature from the US, and returned
to NTU as a faculty member. At a student-faculty meeting, he told us that many of his NTU classmates went to the US for
advanced study. He was the only one who continued to study literature, while all of his other classmates switched to other fields.
Because of the lack of proper undergraduate training in new fields, these students could only get a master’ s degree and were
not able to continue on to a PhD. Though I loved literature, I also loved mathematics, and decided to transfer to the economics
department during my third year. Using my courses at the Foreign Languages Department as electives, I completed all the
required courses in economics, and was still able to graduate in four years. I was the valedictorian of my economics graduating
class in 1966 and passed the graduate school entrance exam in economics with the highest score.
After completing my one-year military obligation, I passed the national examination for overseas advanced study, GRE, and was
admitted to the economics graduate program at University of Oregon (UO), in Eugene, Oregon. At the last minute, I decided to
g0 to the US rather than attend the NTU economics graduate program. When I arrived at the UQ, its fall semester had already
started one week earlier. Econometrics was my chosen study area. After seeing my GRE advanced test score in economics, a UO
faculty advisor told me that my scores in economics already met the department’ s master degree requirement. However, with
only one-semester of undergraduate calculus, he did not think I could continue my PhD research in econometrics, so he asked
me to take three courses from the mathematics department instead. After one semester, I transferred to the mathematics
department and received my second bachelor degree with a major in mathematics in 1969. With straight As in all of my
mathematics courses, the statistics graduate program of the University of Wisconsin offered me admission and a university
graduate school fellowship. I took a Greyhound bus and went to Madison, Wisconsin.
In fall 1973, almost completing my PhD dissertation, I saw an announcement for an open faculty position from Temple
University in the department” s bulletin board. I applied and received a campus interview from the Department of Statistics,
Temple University. Not long after the fall semester, they offered me a tenure-track assistant professor position. It is well known
that there was a first world-wide energy crisis in 1973, and the US was in a deep economic recession. In fact, that was the year
the US automobile industry started to produce cars with six cylinders or less. Philadelphia was the first capital of the United
States, a place steeped in history, and I liked it. For these reasons, before other universities started their recruiting process, I
accepted Temple’ s offer. After joining the department, [ realized that Dean Wolfbane, a Fellow of the American Statistical
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Association, not only started the department of computer science in the business school but also started the PhD programs in
economics and statistics at the school. In an effort to promote the PhD program in statistics, he authorized the department to
recruit three statistics faculty in 1974, a full professor, Dr. Raghavarao, from Cornell University, an associate professor, Dr.
Singh, from Ohio State University, and an assistant professor, me, from University of Wisconsin.

After joining Temple University in 1974, I put a great deal of effort into teaching, research, and service. Thus, I got an early
promotion and tenure recommendation from the department, and became a tenured associate professor in 1978. In the
department, we had faculty meetings once a month to discuss issues related to our own graduate and undergraduate programs
and the school” s required mathematics and statistics courses for its BBA undergraduates as well as its MBA and business PhD
students because we offered these courses. At these meetings, I always spoke out about what I felt was right and wrong and
offered solutions to the issues. As a result, the department faculty elected me as the department chair in 1982, even though I was
still an associate professor but the other candidate was a full professor. I was promoted to full professor in 1986, four years after
serving as the department chair.

During my chairmanship, I made a great effort to raise money and funds to buy computers, journals, and advanced statistics
reference books to establish the department” s computer room and Statistics Reading Room. Through negotiations with our
dean, I reduced the department faculty teaching load and no faculty members had to teach more than two courses a semester.
The department was expanding, and we had twenty-six full-time faculty members. I established the Department Technical
Reports Series, where members could share faculty and PhD student research before it was published in a refereed academic
journal. Many foreign professors and scholars visited me and the department, including professors from Portugal, Italy, Korea,
and England. The department was very active and productive. Statistics was one of the top five PhD programs selected by
University President Liacouras in his academic promotion brochure. The business school was expanding too. The school faculty
had their offices in different buildings. Some departments chose to move out of the school building. Through arrangements with
the dean’ s office, I moved all of our faculty members together in the school building, Speakman Hall. T support the university
and the school not only through teaching, research and service, but also financially. I gave donations to many university new
constructions, including Howard Gittis Student Activity Center, Tuttleman Learning Center, and The Liacouras Center. The
school was later named as Fox School of Business, when it raised money to construct a new building, Alter Hall, next to
Speakman Hall, with the exception of our School Dean Moshe Porat, I was the highest donor among all of the university faculty.
In addition, I established the William W.S. Wei scholarship fund to support the research of our PhD students. The school
appreciates my contribution and named the department’ s meeting room the William W.S. Wei Conference Room.

The United States of America established diplomatic relationship with China in 1979, and through the effort of a Temple
University faculty member, Professor Man-chiang Niu, China’ s Deng Xiaoping received an honorary law degree from Temple
University President Marvin Wachman when he visited the United States in 1979. Many Chinese universities also started to visit
Temple University in the early 1980s. As a department chair who could speak Mandarin Chinese, I was often asked by the
university to meet with these visiting groups. One of these groups was from Nanki University, and the leader of the group was
Professor Shen Shiyi, the mathematics department chair at Nanki University. After my second term as department chair ended in
1987, Professor Shen invited me to visit Nanki in the fall of 1988 with special funding from the United Nations. Other than
Nanki University in Tianjin, I was also invited to visit Peking University and Beijing University of Science and Technology in
Beijing, Fudan University and East China Normal University in Shanghai, and Hangzhou University of Commerce in Hangzhou.
Since then I have been a Visiting Professor at many universities, including National University of Colombia in Colombia, Korea
University in Korea, Middle East Technical University in Turkey, Hong Kong University in Hong Kong, National Sun Yat-Sen
University, National Chiao Tung University, National Taipei University, and National Taiwan University in Taiwan.

My research interests include time series analysis, forecasting methods, statistical modeling, and their applications. I have
developed new method in seasonal adjustment, aggregation and disaggregation, outlier detection, robust estimation, and vector
time series analysis. Some of my most significant contributions include extensive research on the effects of aggregation, methods
of measuring information loss due to aggregation, new stochastic procedures of performing data disaggregation, model-free
outlier detection techniques, robust methods of estimating autocorrelations, statistics for analyzing multivariate time series, and
dimension reduction for high dimensional time series. The first edition of my sixteen-chapter book, Time Series Analysis -
Univariate and Multivariate Methods, was published 1n 1990, and the second edition of twenty chapters was published in 2006.
It has been translated into several languages and heavily cited by researchers worldwide. I have received many emails praising
the usefulness of the book in their study and research. Many publishers have contacted me for another edition. Because of the
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exploration of computers and the internet, many new materials need to be included, so I have decided to write a new book,
Multivariate Time Series Analysis and Applications, which I have just completed.

I believe deeply in the value of education. I have successfully supervised many Ph.D. students. Most of my Ph.D. advisees have
found faculty positions at universities upon graduation. As a PhD student advisor, I not only encourage my own students to
complete their PhD degrees but also encouraged my wife, Susanna, to go to the University of Pennsylvania to pursue her PhD in
computer science, which was a completely new field to her, after her company moved to Detroit. Even though we had three
children ages at 4, 7, and 9, she started her studies in 1983, received her PhD in 1990, and her first teaching position at Towson
State University in Maryland. She is now a computer science professor at Saint Joseph” s University in Philadelphia. I also
supported my children’ s education as much as I could. They all chose medicine as their field and have become successful
medical doctors.

I was the 2002 President of ICSA (International Chinese Statistical Association), and helped organize its 2002 Applied Statistics
Symposium in Philadelphia. I visited the University of Singapore and convinced its Department Head of Statistics and Applied
Probability, Professor Louis H.Y. Chen, to host the ICSA 2004 International Conference, which up to now was the first and only
time that ICSA had its international conference in Singapore.

I am a Fellow of the American Statistical Association, a Fellow of the Royal Statistical Society, and an Elected Member of the
International Statistical Institute. I am an Associate Editor of the Journal of Forecasting and the Journal of Applied Statistical
Science. In addition to teaching and research, I am also active in community service. I founded the Taiwanese Hakka
Association of Greater Philadelphia, served on the educational advisory committee of my local school district, as the chair of the
selection committee for a community high school scholarship program, and as the president of many community organizations,
including Taiwanese American Association Greater Philadelphia, Taiwan Hakka Association for Public affairs in North America,
and the Taiwanese Hakka Associations of America. I am the Recipient of the 2014 Lifetime Achievement Award and the
Recipient of the 2016 Musser Award for Excellence in Research of Temple University Fox School of Business.

Fox School of Business faculty, staff, and alumni recipients of the
2016 Musser Award gather on the stage. (Ryan S.
Brandenberg/Temple University Photography)

A coference room named with Prof. William W. S. Wel.

Source from Prof. W. Wei1 07/2017
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On my ten-year span of teaching in Taiwan
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In summer, 1989, | attended a national construction forum in Taiwan. Thereafter, | quitted my position at South Carolina
Department of Mental Health, and returned back to my home country. There are two reasons behind my decision: one
is that government is now running by Taiwanese president; and the other is my wife capable of running my family. At
that time, my mission was to carry out assertive/interpersonal skills training and to promote self-confidence in
Taiwanese people. In Taiwanese folk saying, | was coming back “to eradicate fear” from people’s mind. This mission was
openly expressed to my students and public audiences alike.
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The first year, | taught at Tainan Teachers College, and second year, | taught at Taipei Municipal Teachers College. Then |
returned to United States, and only went to Taiwan on summer to teach at in-service teaching training classes. | taught
both at Taipei Municipal Teachers College and Chengchi University for eight consecutive summers. So in whole ten-year
span, in addition to teaching, | also spoke at various schools and institutions. The area | have been to covered full Taiwan
and the outlying island such as Penghu and Matsu. Meantime, | published five books, namely, “Live to Win”, “Folks,
Leave Yuan and Fate alone”, “Abnormal Psychology”, “Winning for Both of Us”, and “Healing of Mind”.

As | reflect on my ten years teaching in Taiwan, there are three outstanding images popped up in my mind: (1)
Taiwanese people are friendly and polite, both students and public audiences alike. Prior to my entering to the podium,
they would clean the black board and prepare the drink in advance. Right after my lecture or speech, they would escort
me to the office or invited me for a chi-chat snack. Now | still have a sweet memory about a class. This class once
learned that | liked a special childhood sweetie — taro ice cream, they immediately run to get it for me prior to our
second session. There is another class of some 40 students. They all like to have lunch with me because they like to
listen to my talks. To satisfy every body’s needs, they subdivided into five groups. Each group took turn to have lunch
with me. There still even more sweet hearted treatments | got. Several girl students brought their homemade special
sweets to the class to share with me. On top of all these, each class had its graduation dinner or graduation tour, and |
was always invited. (2) Taiwanese people are passive and reserved both students and public audiences alike. They rarely
asked questions or made comments. | found it hard to have a group discussion on a topic. (3) Taiwanese people usually
do what they are supposed to do. Students showed some courage to ask me changing class routine, but | never received
request to discuss a speech topic from the general public. When they invited me, it always led up to me to decide the
speech topic.

As to my teaching, | claim | got 100% success rate. | do not have a big mouth, as | did actually see my students’ self-
confidence greatly increased, their behaviors dramatically changed, and their spirits highly elevated. They openly
complimented my teaching such as saying “I hate | just know you now” or “I never thought or felt like that before”.
Some of them even privately showed love and affection to me.

Right from my first year at Tainan Teachers College, | established so-called “Winner Class”. | laid out my theory of self-
image building, namely, “55-Communication Line”. At first, people questioned the feasibility of “Straight-Communication
Line”, but surprisingly just only few years gone by, their doubts disappeared. My students felt “55-Communication Line”
is very practical, as | used simple line drawing to explain line of communication. | am sure that my students will spread
this good news, as they returned back to school teaching. They would introduce my “55-Communication Line” to their
students. Then, | would achieve my original goal of teaching in Taiwan, i.e., “eradication of fear” from people’s mind.

In addition to teaching and speech, | also conducted research in Taiwan. The major focus of my research is interpersonal
relationship and marriage. Several of my studies got published at Journal of Educational Research and Journal of
Educational Resource and Study. There is one thing | still feel regretful now. It is | did not get to do research on folk
belief, because | frequently found myself at add with it. For example, | disagreed with my students on “calling back the
diseased” on one occasion. | could not back up my argument with research evidence. | ended up going to a temple with
my students. | paid for a service to call my father back to talk to me. | supposed to feel my father coming back then, and
| hope | did crush my students’ beliefs.

Taiwanese academic world is selfish and profit-oriented. Its personnel system is closed and would only employ its own
group of people. It is regretful that | was not able to hold a permanent position, to create my own world, and to conduct
research in folk belief. In 2004 legislator election, | was disappointed to see voter turnout rate of 59%, and some got
elected by buying votes. Whenever | saw the TV programs of “Taiwan Move” and “Taiwan Voice”, | wished to go back to
have a program of “Taiwan, No Fear”. | still feel Taiwanese people are in a state of PTSD and Stockholm Syndromes.
Throughout my life in Taiwan, | have been a teacher, speaker, writer, tax payer, and soldier. Right now, | retired in
United States, and | got no retirement fund or pension from Taiwan at all. To payback our mother-land nourishment of
my life, | think my ten years of teaching there should be more than enough.
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