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Richard Chen of Westview High School
Jaime Cabrera Guzman of Kearny High School
Samuel Chulhee Lee of Scripps Ranch High School
Antony Brian Lin of Sage Creek High School
Serene Liu of La Jolla High School
Aurana Waiping Lo of La Jolla High School
Taiwan Award:

Jeffrey Wang of The Bishop’s School
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Thank you so much for presenting me with the Taiwan Award for
the Greater San Diego Science And Engineering Fair. | am extremely
honored and grateful for this opportunity, and recognize the incred-
ible generosity on behalf of the Taiwanese American Foundation of
San Diego.

Opportunities like these will continue to fuel a passion within me
for pursuing scientific research,and | do not doubt for a second that
it will inspire others beyond me in the years to come.

Jeffrey Wang (Taiwan Award)

R 8

| would like to take a moment to express my gratitude for
being awarded this year’s scholarship. | am fortunate to have been
chosen as a recipient and plan on putting the money to good use.

Coming from a former low-income family, tuition for higher
education has always been a concern for me. As | touched upon in
my essay, my family moved around the country due to my father’s
job, which often changed. Although we are now in a better position
than before, we are far from living in luxury. As | matriculate this
year, my younger brother is sure to follow in a few years, increas-
ing the pressure on our family. Though college tuition can hardly
be covered by a single scholarship, every little bit helps and means
a great deal to the financial burden my family endures. As a show
of gratitude, | would like to share some of my current plans for the
future.

| will be majoring in biochemistry at Rice University this
upcoming fall with the intent of following the “pre-med” route. In
the far future, | wish to study in medical school and eventually earn
my credentials as a medical doctor. Though | am largely undecided
on my specialty, | am strongly considering working in the field as an
emergency physician in foreign countries that struggle with health-
care. | am fascinated with the work of organizations like Doctors
Without Borders. To me, they are truly heroes that risk their lives in
arduous conditions with minimal pay and recognition.

Though this is all a hazy dream for my future, it all be-
gins with the first step: undergraduate education. The Taiwanese
American Foundation’s scholarship means a lot to me and will be an
important factor in paying for my education. | am grateful for being
considered and awarded with such an honor and look forward to
studying in college without the worries of affordability.

Samuel Lee

scholarship, and | cannot even begin to describe how thankful |
am, but | will do my best.

At the very beginning of the application process, | found myself
just going through the motions, just as | would with any other ap-
plication, and quite frankly, | felt that the requirements for the au-
tobiography were kind of vague. However, as | progressed through
the application requirements, | was presented with a culmination
of all my trials and tribulations as well as my joys and successes: in
fact, it was that

very same autobiography that gave me an opportunity to reflect
upon my life so far and my life yet to come, and by integrating my
identity as a Taiwanese-American into the lens through which | ex-
pressed myself, the culture and traditions that my parents brought
with them as

immigrants and passed down to me throughout my childhood
became ever so much more apparent. | have gained so much

from so little time spent interacting with the Taiwanese American
Foundation of San Diego, and for that, | am forever grateful. Thank
you for allowing

me to reflect on my past and for contributing to my future.

Antony Lin

| am absolutely beyond honored to have been honored with this

| am writing to thank you for your generous TAFSD High School
Scholarship. I’'m honored and ecstatic that | was selected as one of
the recipients for this scholarship.

This scholarship will lighten my financial burden as | pursue my
higher education and allow me to focuson the learning and life
aspects of college. | plan to pursue a degree in computer science,
and | hope that | may use computer science to make a difference in
society and to better people’s lives. Your generosity and this schol-
arship inspires me to continue to strive to pursue and make strides
in today’s world. | hopethat | may one day give back and help other
students pursue their goals in the future like you have helped me.

Richard Chen

YAM ZF) 20204 COVID-19 6




First and foremost: thank you. Words cannot describe how grateful | am for this generous gift. This scholarship will help me do more
han just succeed at university, it will help me thrive. To me, this gift means so much more than a better financial footing, it has given me the
ope and strength to power through the tough challenges that lie ahead. While | may never find the perfect adjectives to describe how blessed
feel in this moment, | would love to tell you what it means to me. |
I am so lucky to have such incredible parents. My parents worked tirelessly to provide good environment for my brother and I. See-
ng my parents work so hard, inspired me to be just as hardworking. And as | grew up, | was driven to achieve more: getting out of my comfort
one, trying new things, and reaching for new goals. Whether it was getting a role in a ballet, or leading all the clubs in San Diego, or climbing
00 meters up a waterfall I've never stopped reaching. But as | stretched to reach these goals, | found myself surrounded by no’s. Whether it
as competing in sports, to my academic load, to running my community activities, | seemed to face closed door. | can smile and laugh about
hese times today because | proved to all those who said no that | could do it —and more. What keeps me going in these times are the yes’s:
ncluding this award. This award means more to me than just the scholarship money that it provides — it’s an open door. This award reminds
e to have faith in myself and to remain resilient in the face of adversity.

| wrote in my essay for this scholarship that | will always seek to push my limits and chase my passions. While I'll never be fearless in
he face of the unknown, | am confident. | am confident that if | let my passions drive me, someone somewhere will say yes and another door
ill open. Thank you for not only helping me reach my educational goals, but for reminding me to never lose my drive in chasing my dreams —
tarting with college.
I am so proud to be a Trojan at USC this coming fall. However, | am most proud to be an Asian Woman in engineering. It is within the
ngineering department that | cannot wait to represent both women and my culture. After taking part in multiple community and equality
lubs at my school, | cannot wait to continue this work at USC. With a degree in Industrial and Systems Engineering with a minor in business |
annot wait to transform the world we know today to open doors to the generations to come.

As | look forward to an exciting future, | will always remember those who helped me get there. Thank you so much for this award
hich has allowed me to pursue my dreams. This award has bolstered my strength in facing the obstacles that are surely ahead. And as | chase
y passions, | will bring up others. | cannot wait for the adventure ahead — and it is thanks to you that | can see it through.

urana Lo

I would like to formally thank you for allowing me to further my academic studies with the help of your generous scholarship. I am
extremely honored that | was selected as a recipient of your scholarship, and | cannot express my gratitude enough, for it is supporters like
you that make it possible for the growth of future generations.

In the upcoming fall, | will be a freshman at a top public university, furthering my education at UCLA. With your scholarship | am
more motivated than ever to strive to reach my goals. During my undergraduate study, | hope to explore the role the political sector has in
the healthcare industry, and learn about government policy making processes so | can implement positive societal change. | plan to attend
graduate school after | get my Bachelor’s degree so | can earn a Master of Healthcare Administration and pursue a career in the healthcare
industry, or attend law school. Thanks to you, | am one step closer to that goal.

While attending high school | was involved in many extracurricular activities. | was the co-founder and president of the UNICEF club
at my school, which hosts fundraisers and awareness campaigns to rally fellow students to support children’s rights advocacy. | am also in
my fifth year as a member of the National Charity League, a volunteer organization that works with various countrywide organizations. | am
the President of the NCL Class of 2020 and partake in planning class events, organizing, and facilitating meetings. In my free time | like to
play sports like field hockey and lacrosse, or take dance classes at my local studio. | am currently an intern at a local policy think tank, helping
research and analyze policy measures for the upcoming general election, exploring the field of public affairs before | begin taking classes in
the fall.

Once again, thank you so much for considering me for this award. | am very appreciative to be a recipient of this prestigious scholarship. |
look forward to giving back to the community in the future once | begin my career, just as you have done for me. | thank you for your
confidence and willingness to help me reach my goals!

Serene Liu
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