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On behalf of my family, thank you all so much for being here. | know that
many of you have traveled from far away and taken time away from work, and
it is truly uplifting to see how many people have come out today to remember
my mother and support our family. St. Catharine’s was an important place for
my mother, and she came here every Saturday evening for mass. She never
wanted to be fussed over but she would be honored that you are all here.

My mother was many things to many people. But to me, she was just “Mom.”
She loved my father and me unconditionally and, in a way, that only an
extraordinary person could. She also loved her Godiva dark chocolate, classical
music, Roy Rogers Fried Chicken, reading the New York Times, traveling widely,
gourmet food, and her soup or coffee always had to be no less than 2 degrees
cooler than the temperature of molten lava before she would consider it hot
enough to drink.

| have come to realize that my mom wore many different hats at the same time
and transitioned through each of them with tremendous grace. As a mother,
she did everything that a good mom should do, which included being just a little
bit overprotective at times. When | was a volunteer EMT here in Glen Rock, |
would have to be on-call at home, and when an ambulance call came in, | would
jump in my father’s old car, throw a blue flashing light on the roof and drive to
the ambulance station as quickly (but safely) as possible. Of course, since | was
only 16 and driving on a learner’s permit, my mom had to accompany me while
| was driving so really, she and | were on-call together. Whenever my pager
went off, she would quickly drop whatever she was doing and get in the car
with me so | could “practice” my driving at emergency speed. During those
spirited drives, she kept one hand on the emergency brake at all times and the
other hand would continuously rotate between the roof, dashboard, and door
handle while squirming with discomfort. But she did it without too much
complaining because she knew how important it was back then even before |
knew that it would shape the kind of physician that | am today.

My mother was the most stubborn person I've ever known. Let me correct
that — | thought she was the most stubborn person until | became the father of
a certain 3-year-old who shall remain nameless but is currently seated in the
front row. But looking back at my Mom’s life, | came to realize that what |
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thought was stubbornness was really the quiet sense of determination to succeed
that carried her well throughout her life. As a very young child during the tail end
of WW 2, she described having to run repeatedly into a backyard air-raid shelter to
survive bombings by the Allies designed to end the brutal Japanese occupation of
Taiwan. Like me, she was an only child and loved her father immensely. He died
when she was only nine years old and her mother passed away just a few years
later when my mother was 15. Instead of making the decisions that typical 15 year-
olds have to make, she had to decide where she would go to high school and
reluctantly had to pay for it by selling a few of the hard-earned gold pieces that her
mother saved working as a hairdresser. Doing so enabled her to attend an
academically rigorous Catholic boarding school in Taipei and then do well enough
on her entrance examinations to attend the prestigious National Chung Hsing
University in Taiwan. There she met my father and they decided to come to the US
for graduate school.

Life at Kansas State University was good for my mom, but not easy. However, she
remained determined to succeed. Although she was getting her Masters in Food
Science, she worked nights and evenings as a mainframe punchcard key operator
to help pay the bills. For those of you who were not computer nerds back in the
1960s, she was essentially a coder who had to enter programs without the benefit
of a backspace key. She and my father would save up their spare change so that
they could enjoy a few 29 cent tacos every other Friday night and together, they
formed an informal “welcoming committee” for other Taiwanese students who
came for graduate school.

As many of you know, my father was a devoted human rights worker committed to
bringing Democracy to Taiwan. My father’s dedication to the movement
necessitated him working outside the house at least three nights a week and often
in secret. Growing up, | only knew that my Dad went to a place that they called the
“the coffee shop” to work after finishing at his full-time job. During those times,
my Mom bore the sole responsibility of picking me up from school, cooking dinner,
helping me with my homework, and getting me ready for bed. She did it un-
begrudgingly and with that same quiet sense of determination to preserve the
innocence of my childhood while supporting my father’s dream of a free and
independent Taiwan.

In 1990, my father came to the difficult conclusion that the only way to succeed in
his humanitarian work was to return to Taiwan. | was 15, and my mother knew
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that it would be tough for me to adjust to life in Taiwan. So she made the selfless
decision to stay here with me in the US while also allowing her husband to
continue his life’s work at significant personal risk. She had the strength and
courage to let my father pursue his dream while she took on the sole responsibility
for the remainder of my childhood here. When my father was arrested and
adopted by Amnesty International as a political prisoner of conscience, she took
me to Taiwan so that | could see him during my winter break from high school.
She, of course, brought him our family’s income tax return to complete since she
knew he had some time on his hands. Then when he was later freed and shortly
after, assassinated, it was my mother who directly contacted pro-Taiwan
politicians like Congressman Steven Solarz, Senator Ted Kennedy, and former US
Attorney General Mr. Ramsey Clark to try to obtain justice for my father. More
importantly, she made it a priority to continue his work in her own quiet way.

Throughout all of this, my mom managed to have a very successful career of her
own. She worked for Nabisco for 29 years as a food scientist and became an expert
on various cereal manufacturing processes, including how to most effectively
produce shredded wheat cereal. She made sure to pass on her scientific expertise
to me in small, digestible snippets. As an example, when | was ten years old and
asked, “why is the gravy you made so lumpy?” She simply responded, “the heat
from the stove was too high which caused the starches to denature and disrupt
the molecular structure resulting in abnormal recrystallization.” She knew that
science was cool long before it became trendy for science to be cool.

My mom survived breast cancer not once, but twice. Both times, she met with
numerous doctors and listened respectfully and attentively as they laid out their
findings and recommended treatment plans. She brought home the information
that the doctors presented to her, studied it quietly, but in great detail, and then
announced that she wanted to choose a different treatment path. And of course,
both times she became cancer-free despite only following about half of their
recommendations.

Like all Taiwanese parents, my mom had a very strong interest in getting me
married off as quickly as possible so she could enjoy having grandchildren. Of
course, | was strong enough to hold out until | met my wife Kelly, who blessed me
with two beautiful daughters, Avery and Amelia. My mom frequently told me that
she knew Kelly was a good, strong, modern woman and a good role model. She
loved Kelly so much that at our wedding, she told several times that | should “just
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say YES” any time Kelly asked me to do something even if | didn’t yet understand
why. Mom, I’'m still working on that, but | think I’'m getting better at it every day.

My mother was such a proud grandmother to Avery and Amelia. And whenever
she was in town, she would dedicate herself to cooking a homemade dinner for
them every night. The joy that she expressed when Avery was born more than
doubled with the arrival of Amelia just five months ago. My mom always said that
she wished she and | didn‘t have to be only children, and she always wanted her
grandchildren to have siblings. She told us frequently that she looked forward to
the time when she could meet Avery and Amelia as they got off the school bus and
babysit them until Kelly and | came home from work. One of my fondest memories
was when Avery was almost two and starting to use and understand some words.
My mom came over for dinner but forgot to wear her hearing aid. All that we
heard coming from the playroom was joyful bursts of uncontrollable laughter
alternating between Avery and my mom as each of them tried to communicate
with each other even though neither of them could understand what the other
was saying. When she passed, we were preparing to take her and the
grandchildren to Disney for the first time in early February.

My mom lived a full and joyful life and remained fully independent and of sound
mind until her very last day. These were important values for my mother, and
although | am devastated by her sudden loss, | am glad that she got her wishes. My
mom was giving but independent, courageous but gentle, refined but
uncomplicated, intelligent but unassuming, and at all times graceful and sincere.
My deep regret is that my daughters didn’t have enough time with her to truly
understand these uniquely paired qualities that made my mom an amazing woman
who gracefully overcame adversity time and time again and always gave of herself
unconditionally. But | did. And for that, | am very truly fortunate.

So Mom, thank you for all that you have always done for Dad and me over these
years. Thank you for setting the bar so high for the type of parent | strive to be.
You have earned your rest now. I'll do my best to make you proud. | love you.

Alvin Wang
February 6, 2020
Glen Rock, NJ
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