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   NATPA President Conference Address 2019 

 

Dear Conference Attendees: 

  

It is my greatest pleasure to welcome you to this 2019 North 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴŜǎŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όb!¢t!ύ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 

conference. Our Houston members are particularly excited 

because it has been a long while since the last annual conference 

was held here.  As a result, Chien-Ping Chen, president of Texas 

chapter, has eagerly invited many guest attendees to join us. I 

hope you have felt the warmth of not only the Texas summer 

but also the Texas hospitality.  

 

Following the November 2018 election in Taiwan, many of us are 

concerned about the future of our beloved motherland. A key portion of this conference represents 

an attempt to search for possible answers to our concern. It also includes presentations of academic 

research by our young scholars. This is a great opportunity to enjoy fellowship with all other 

attendees, make new friends and catch up with old ones. 

  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΥ !ƭƭ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ 

panels to discuss various issues regarding Taiwan, with time reserved at end for questions and 

answers. So that participants have time to interact with each other individually, a 20 minutes break 

is scheduled between sessions. We have invited a dozen of highly qualified guest speakers for these 

sessions. Many of them are from Taiwan, including some who hold high ranking positions in the 

government. We believe through their speeches and Q & A interactions, our audience will gain 

further insights into various issues of interest. 

  

¢ƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ b!¢t!Ωǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ {ƘǳǘǎǳƴƎ [ƛŀƻ 

Memorial awards, including speeches by the awardees. All remaining time in both Saturday and 

Sunday afternoons will be dedicated to presentations by the young scholars as well as Texas chapter 

speakers. These sessions will mainly be oriented toward academic research, education, and career 

development topics. 

 

Immediately following the banquet, our Saturday night will feature the keynote speech by Professor 

Shelly RiƎƎŜǊΣ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά²Ƙȅ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴ aŀǘǘŜǊǎΦέ 

The night will culminate with a traditional Taiwanese opera ( ) program presented by 
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Professor May Liu and performed by two culture workers from Taiwan, strongly recommended and 

co-sponsored by our Southern California chapter.   

 

.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ /Ƙǳƴ-Hsien Yeh has 

ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƴƻƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ in 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ 

  

The two-day post-conference tour includes various sites around Houston, particularly of interest to 

the out of state visitors. These sites include Houston Space Center and George Ranch Historical Park. 

In addition to enjoying the sights, you will have more opportunities to interact with all the 

participants. What can be more fun?! 

  

A conference of this kind takes tremendous amount of financial and human resources. Thanks to the 

generosity of many NATPA members and friends, the total donations this year exceed $50,000, most 

ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ b!¢t!Ωǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ 

starting on pages 65 of this program book. (Please note that this list does not include the many 

generous donors who support our Young Scholar Program year after year in an anonymous way.)  I 

am particularly grateful to Dr. Chris Yen and Mrs. Sandy Yen for their exemplary generosity to our 

organization for years.  

 

I feel blessed to have a group of dedicated workers in the conference planning committee, all 

members contributed in different ways when called upon. I am truly grateful to them. They are 

listed on page 7. Still, I feel obligated to express my special appreciation to four particular persons: 

Li-Lin Cheng for expending tremendous time & effort on the conference website and program book 

as well as her countless supports via multiple communications daily; Yao-Yuan Yeh for his 

continuous logistic support since last October; Peter Chow for his help with identifying and inviting 

guest speakers; and my wife, Nora for not only her daily attention to progress in conference 

preparation but also chipping in when actions were required. Of course, I retain the responsibility 

for all remaining oversights.   

 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƧǳƴŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊƳƛŘŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƘƛƎƘ 

ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǊ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴΦ !ǎ ²ƛƴǎǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘƛƭƭ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ tŜǎǎƛƳƛǎǘ {ŜŜǎ 

Difficulty in Every OpportǳƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ hǇǘƛƳƛǎǘ {ŜŜǎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 9ǾŜǊȅ 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΦέ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ 

enjoy all aspects of this conference. 

 

Jeff Tsay ( ), President 

bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ¢ŀƛǿŀƴŜǎŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

August 9, 2019 in Houston 
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