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Historical Memories by Doris C. Liu

I am here to talk about the brief history of Grace

Taiwanese Presbyterian Church.  20 years ago on

Easter Sunday, Grace Church was founded.  After

the fanfare celebration of a new Church and guests

departed for their own churches, we were left alone

by ourselves.  In the beginning, we started with six

families, Liu, Joe, Tsai, Pang, Lin and Lu.  Every

Sunday ever since that Easter Sunday, we were

wondering and holding our breath, were there any

one coming to the service?  Thank God for HIS

mercy and grace, we are still here to worship HIM.

The church was the vision of Taiwanese American

Fellowship Presbyterian Church lead by Pastor Ben

Hsieh to set up a church at the Central Jersey area to

spread the gospel to the people living in Central Jer-

sey and PA.

We were blessed that Slackwood Church agreed

to host Grace Church.  For the past 20 years, we

worked together as sister church, knowing each other

well.  In sorrow, we grieve for one another; in

happiness, we share our joy.  We lift each other up

to the glory of God.  No words could possibly ex-

press our sincere thanks to the members of

Slackwood Church for hosting our church.

In the past 20 years, for better or for worse, we

have had in total of 7 Pastors, averaging about 3

years for one Pastor which is about average:

Rev. Paul Tsai: 3/1/99 - 6/2002.  He returned

to Taiwan to minister Churches over there.

Rev. Shang-ren Chen: 11/2003 - 6/2004.  He

was our temporary supply when he was a seminary

student at Princeton Theological Seminary.  Now

he is the president of Taiwan Theological College

and Seminary in Taipei, Taiwan.

Rev. Ralph Su: 8/2004 - 12/2007.  He came to

us from a church in Ohio and set in motion of char-

tering our Church in 2005.  He returned to a church

in Mountain View, CA.

Rev. Peter Chao: 3/2010 - 9/2015.  Pastor

Chao stayed with us the longest time.  Due to the

hustles of Mrs. Chao’s daily commuting to NY

School district, they had decided to return to NY.

Rev. Sung-huey Chuang : 1/1/2016 - 9/2017.

With Mrs. Chuang, they were with us one and half

years, now they are with a church in Austin, Texas

closer to their daughter and her family.

Rev. Tzy-ling Chang: 10/2017 - 9/2018.  Rev.

Chang and Mrs. Chang were with us one year, now

they are back to Taiwan.

Rev. Josh Suen: 10/2018 - present.  We were

blessed with energetic Pastor Suen who provided

the sermon every Sunday since last October. His

weekly sermon is impeccable!

We also have had countless preachers who

helped us out during the periods when we did not

have full time pastors. We thank them all for their20
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helps!

Not too many church’s sanctuary is equipped

with air conditioning.  20 years ago when we started

at this sanctuary, it was so hot without air

conditioning.  Slackwood Church immediately in-

stalled the A/C so the following Sunday, we had

the luxury of cool air.  I never forgot at the first

Sunday, April 4, 1999, the members of Slackwood

Church placed paper fans on the pews and welcome

remarks in Chinese on the pews for us.  What a

great heartwarming way to start the relationship be-

tween our two churches!  We forever thank the

Slackwood members for their thoughtfulness and

consideration.

Immediately right after Grace Church started 20

years ago, people gradually moved away, due to

job, relocation, retirement, etc.  The old members

shrunk and new members slow in coming to the

church. It was a sinking feeling.  Every Sunday, we

were longing for the new members / new people

walk thru the doors.

No question, our church is relatively small, com-

paring with some other churches in the area.  Please

do not let our church size fool you. We are only

small in size not on our faith.  Our members love

each other, spread the gospel to the people in the

area.  Friday night Bible Study attracts more than

20 people, studying the gospel according to

Mathews.  There were heated discussions and sin-

cere appetite of pursing the truth.  Our church ba-

zaar were well known among the people in the area

and we have received a frequent request of the

bizarre.

Our goal this year is to double our size by one

leads the other one.  Now it is April, we still have 8

months to go before we reach our goal.  It is such a

fulfilled feeling that every Sunday we worship God

in this sanctuary and feel God’s presence among

us.  Then we departed to serve one and the other,

starting another new week.  Week in and week out,

our faith grow, we serve and being served.  If you

are looking for a place to worship God, why not

join us?  We welcome you with open arms! May

God bless you  all!
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My reflection on GTPC 20th Anniversary
by Yvonne Tang

Grace Taiwanese Presbyterian Church is ap-

proaching the 20th anniversary since its inception

on Easter Sunday of April 2, 1999.  We as church

members are so happy and ecstatic about the com-

ing day, anticipating a big celebration.  We praise

God with thankful hearts for leading us to this day

and many brighter days ahead.

20 years ago, Pastor Hsieh from TAFPC ap-

pointed several elders to lead the new division in

Lawrenceville NJ including my husband En-Huei

Joe.

First, I have to confess that I had the smallest

faith in the beginning.  I was not happy to switch

location for Sunday worship.  I remembered that I

constantly blamed my husband for accepting the

responsibility.  Every Sunday I used to drag my feet,

and my two sons age 6 year and 13 month old then,

following my husband to attend the worship service.

I missed my friends at TAFPC very much.  So I

finger pointed at my husband that my unhappiness

is totally his fault.  It took some time to get used to

coming to Grace Church for Sunday service.  But it

was my colleague who encouraged

me to make an effort in search of the

truth.  That is the only way to know

Jesus and strengthen my faith. I be-

gan to stay for adult Sunday school

and joined the Bible study group.

Through pastors’ sermons, adult Sun-

day school teachings and Bible study

class discussion, I finally understand

what salvation means.  I admitted I

am a sinner and need Jesus’ salvation.

I have received Jesus Christ as my

savior.  Thank and praise God

wholeheartedly.

Secondly, I am so happy that my

sons believe in Jesus.  They have been

in the youth group lead by different youth leaders

throughout the 20 years.  They received Christian

teaching, guidance and love from all the youth lead-

ers and continuously growing in faith.  My older

son Dan, told me he always pray to God when he

encountered difficulties and obstacles during his

adolescence years and going into adulthood.  He

prays and draws strength from Lord Jesus.  Dan

used to work for Bloomberg Financial for about 2

years and he was miserable.  Dan wanted to quit

and start his own business.  He prayed to Jesus for

strength.  Through perseverance and hard work, Dan

and his partner were able to achieve their goals -

open a restaurant.  Dan now owns a restaurant (Wiki

Poke) in Philly.  Not only that, he met his girlfriend

in Philly and now they attend Sunday church ser-

vice regularly in Philly.  I am so thankful to God, he

fills my heart with happiness.

Thirdly, my younger son Billy is in the stage of

searching for truth.  But, he continues to come to

church and he is more than happy to pick up an

elderly member on his way to church.  Everyone at

church loves Billy for he is a happy

soul.  I am thankful to God for how

he turns out.  Knowing God contin-

ues to guide him every step of the

way comforts me.

Last but not least, everyone

knows we had a rocky marriage from

the start.  Maybe God had strength-

ened me and get me involved with

church activities such as choir, Adult

Sunday school, women’s club, Bible

study class, etc.  Our hearts are finally

aligned in the path towards God’s

kingdom.  We will be celebrating our

30th anniversary this coming June 10.

Praise God again, Amen.
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Call to Worship: Psalm 118:1  118:1

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.

Eternal God, Our Heavenly Father:

We praise your creative power in the world around us. The springtime brings

back the beauty of cherry blossoms in the garden state of New Jersey.

As we celebrate Easter Sunday, We praise you for the death and resurrection of

your Son, Jesus Christ. He is the way, the truth and the eternal life. Accepting Christ

as our savior is the greatest blessing in each of our lives.

On Easter Sunday, 20 years ago, Grace Taiwanese Presbyterian Church was

founded. We give thanks for your mercy and guidance so that a minority group like

us could have found salvation through Jesus Christ in this land of opportunity.

We thank you and praise you for the many blessings you have granted to us in the

past twenty years.

We thank you for Slackwood Church hosting our congregation since day one.

We thank you for the  many gifts you have given to this church: pastors, elders,

English ministry, the choir, Women Fellowship, Friday Night Bible Study, and the

Youth Groups .

We thank you for many Asian immigrants baptized throughout the years.

We thank you for the support of Taiwanese Americans in the community.

May you continue to bless Grace Church and all your churches in the world. May

you also continue to lead us forward to the next 20 years.

20
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Grateful by Josh and Li-yun Young

When we first sat down, we thought it would

be easy to write an article for this special 20th anni-

versary edition.  However, we found the task to be

a difficult one.  We have been serving and worship-

ing at Grace for the last ten years.  We came to Grace

young and without children, and since then God

has given us Luke and Joelle.  How is one able to

take ten years and express all that they are feeling?

To mention all of the friends that they have made;

all of the people who have invested in their lives

and their families lives?  How do we mention those

friends who have moved back to Taiwan or other

parts of the USA, and even those who have gone

on to be with the Lord?  How do we describe the

deep relationships that we have with the youth who

over the last ten years have grown up into men and

women whom we now consider to be our brothers

and sisters?

As we sat and reflected, our hearts were full of

gratitude.  Gratitude to God who brought us to Grace.

Gratitude for the time we have spent here worship-

ping and making lasting friendships.  What does one

say to such a wonderful group of people?  Thank

you!  Thank you to all of you, our brothers and sis-

ters who have loved us and guided us.  Thank you

for welcoming us to your families.  Thank you for

being Jesus to us through the ups and downs of life.

May you know how truly grateful we are to you all!

Our lives are richer because each of you are a part

of it.  May God bless you richly with his love

always.

by Joelle Young (7 years old)

I have been to Grace Presbyterian Church my

whole life. I like this church. It is my favorite church.

I am thankful for people helping me. I am also thank-

ful for Ms. Catherine teaching me. Thank you.

by Luke Young (9 years old)

At Grace Church, you are like family to me.

You care, love, and look out for me. As I am writing,

I think how nice you have been to me since I was a

baby to nine year old. I can't say how much I thank

you for caring for me. Thank you.

Josh, Li-yun, Luke and Joelle
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Oprah Winfrey

My friend !

Jo A. Ram

I love you

!

Fox Chase Cancer Center
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XXX 

I am Here!

I love your energy! I love

yours too!

Fox Chase

Center

Dr. London

Dr.  London

I

thank you from the bottom of my heart!

I love you!



- 19 -

Who are Jesus' Mother and Brothers
by En-Huei Joe

Luke 8:19-21, is about a story where Jesus'

mother Mary and brothers (Judas, Jacob, Josie and

Simon) were looking for him while Jesus was

preaching to a group of followers.    Mary and Jesus'

brothers were not able to get close to Jesus due to a

big crowd around Jesus.   Someone told Jesus that

his family members wanted to see him.   Then Jesus

responded that his mother and brothers are those

who listen to God's word and put into practice.   The

scripture indicated that Jesus' family is not just by

blood by Jesus' definition.   Jesus came to the world

from heaven as a human to be his followers' famiy

member.

The scripture did not mention Jesus' father

Joseph, it seemed to imply that Joseph has already

passed away at that time.   Jesus being the oldest

son in his family is supposed to bear the responsi-

bility to support  the family but he left his home

(Nazareth) and started his ministry.  Jesus' ministry

is dangerous as the ministry is at the course of a

head on collision with Judaism.   Mary perhaps

wanted to talk to Jesus and persuade Jesus to go

home.  The story took place when Jesus is about 30

years old.   At that time, Jesus had 3 years time to

train the 12 disciples.  Jesus elected to leave his

family.  When Jesus was on the cross, he delegated

the responsibility of supporting his mother to John

as Jesus' brothers were eventually killed or displaced

for the sake of Gospel.

As I grow older, I realize the brothers and sis-

ters that I meet in the Grace Church are much closer

to my own siblings by blood.  My own siblings and

I have different philosophy with our lives - I feel

that we drift apart from each other as we grow older.

Friends are drawn closer to each other because of

belief of teaching of Jesus.  I pray that my siblings

that one day they would accept Jesus.  As a Christian,

we  have the obligation to put Gospel into practice

in addition to listening to God's word.  We need to

serve the Church with our heart and soul.   We need

to serve the brothers and sisters as family members.

We need to put down our pride and be humble to

serve each other.

Slackwood Ryan Irmer
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Rev. Jonathan Seitz
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2019 Church
Organization

Pulpit Support Pastor Josh Suen

Moderator Pastor Ryan Irmer

Elders Julia Chou Chih-Huei Huang Judy Sheu

Chao-Nan Liu Doris C. Liu Catherine Tsai

                          En-Huei Joe Charles Lee Ming-Sing Lee

Clerk of Session Catherine Tsai

Commissioner to the Presbytery Doris C. Liu

Nomination Committee Chair to be determined

Treasurer Doris C. Liu

Youth Director Joshua Young

Women Fellowship Chair Person Yvonne Tang

Choir Team Captain Christian Liu

Ming-Sing Lee

Slackwood Relations Doris C. Liu

Worship Committee Elders Judy Sheu

Charlie Lee

Nurture and Education Committee Elders Chao-Nan Liu

En-Huei Joe

Care Committee Elders Julia Chou

Chih-Huei Huang

Stewardship Committee Elder Ming-Sing Lee

Outreach Committee Elder Doris C. Liu

English Ministry Committee Elder Catherine Tsai
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