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Congresswoman Nita Melnikoff Lowey
represents parts of Westchester County, Queens,
and the Bronx in the United States House of
Representatives. Now serving her sixth term,
Lowey was first elected to the House in 1988.

As a member of the powerful House Ap-
propriations Committee, Lowey has developed a
reputation as an extremely effective, committed
legislator with a substantial record of
accomplishments. Few member of Congress have
taken key leadership roles on so many vital pub-
lic policy issues. She has been called “coura-
geous” by the New York Times, and recognized
by the New York Daily News as on of “New
York’s Key Members of Congress.” Newsday
called her “terrific” and said “she delivers for
New York™.

Lowey is a leading Congressional propo-
nent of educational opportunity, health care re-
form and biomedical research, stricter gun con-
trol and public safety laws, environmental
protections, women’s issues, a leading interna-
tional role for the United States, and federal fund-
ing for public television and the arts.

As a former PTA President of PS 178 in
Jamaica Estates, Lowey came to Congress de-
termined to improve and reform our nation’s
schools. She is the author of landmark legisla-
tion to provide federal resources for school con-
struction and renovation nationwide, and 1s work-
ing to expand after-school programs so that chil-
dren receive educational instruction and adult su-
pervision after regular school hours. Lowey is a
strong proponent of rigorous educational stan-
dards and is fighting to make college tuition tax
deductible for middle class families.

Lowey has emerged as one of the Appro-
priations Committee’s leading advocates of in-
creased federal investments in biomedical re-
search at the National Institutes of Health. In
particular, Lowey has championed greater invest-

13 wmuem 19097 B8

ments in breast cancer, alzheimer’s, and dia-
betes research. Working closely with the
Clinton Administration, Lowey has helped
double spending on breast cancer research
since 1992 and has helped dramatically in-
crease overall research in the NIH. She has
been repeatedly honored by the National
Breast Cancer Coalition for her leadership in
the fight again cancer.

Lowey is also a leader in the fight to re-
form managed care. She has authored a bill
to ensure that women in managed care plans
have direct access to their Ob-Gyns, and is a
strong supporter of legislation to guarantee
that doctors and patients make decisions about
appropriate care, rather than insurance
companies. Lowey is committed to making
our neighborhoods and streets safer. She as a
strong supporter of the Brady Law and the
Assault Weapons Ban, and is now working to
ban the sale of handguns like the “Saturday
Night Special.” Lowey was named Mother
Against Drunk Driving’s (MADD) “Legisla-
tor of the Year™ for her work to toughen our
nations’ drunken driving laws. In 1995 Lowey
wrote the nation’s “Zero Tolerance™ law,
which make it illegal for minors to drive with
any alcohol in their system. She is also the
author of legislation to revoke the license of
repeat drunk drivers and establish a national
DWI standard of .08 BAC.

Lowey was born in the Bronx, gradu-
ated from Bronx High School of Science,
where she was senior class president, and re-
ceived a Bachelor’s degree from Mount
Holyoke College. She served as Assistant
Secretary of State of New York before being
clected to Congress. Nita and Stephen Lowey
have been married for 37 years and are the
proud parents for three grown children and

four grandchildren.
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Dear Member of Congress:

As one of your constituents, I write to you today about an issue of great importance to me. On February
3, 1999 Representatives Andrews and Chabot introduced bi-partisan resolution H.Con Res.22 expressing

their concern about Taiwan’s safety and security.

The Resolution concludes that it is the sense of Congress that — 1) The President of the United States
should seek a public renunciation by the People’s Republic of China of any use of force, or threat to use
force, against Taiwan; 2) The United States should help Taiwan defend itself in case of threats or a
military attack by the People’s Republic of China against Taiwan.

Through the years, China has persistently refused to renounce the use of force against Taiwan. That
Chinese bullying of Taiwan has got to stop. As recent as January 26, the Washington Times wrote:
“China’s army conducted a military exercise last month with simulated missile firings against Taiwan
and also for the first time conducted mock attacks on U.S. troops in the region, according to Pentagon

intelligence officials.”

Caspar Weinberger wrote in Forbes Magazine last summer: “The more China understands that we will
not stand idly by, theless it is likely that any such attack will ever take place.” He is right.

I would appreciate if you would call Jette Gebhardt at Rep. Andrews’ office at 5-6501 to express your
willingness to co-sponsor this resolution. If you need more information, feel free to contact the Formosan

Association for Public Affairs at (202) 547-3686.

I thank you for your support for human rights, freedom and democracy for the people of Taiwan and
look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely yours,

Name Signature

Address

Date

Phone (o) (h)




The Hon. Charles Schurmer
(ATTN: Stuart Gotlieb)
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Subject: Taiwan Security Enhancement Act (S. 693)
Dear Senator,

As one of your constituents, I write to you today about an issue that is of great concern o us.

On March 23, Newsweek reported: “(...) China has tripled the number of ballistic missiles on its southem flank
aimed at Taiwan. This move is an unacceptable shift in the regional balance of power - and the Clinton admiristration
should forcefully speak out and take military measures to counter it. If Beijing continues to build the correlation of
forces against Taiwan, Washington should bolster its commitments to the island democracy.”

The next day, Senators Helms and Torricelli introduced S. 693, the Taiwan Security Enhancement Act. The Rill
would prevent any and all politically motivated reductions in arms sales to Taiwan, broaden the range of weapons now
being sold and step up exchanges between the military establishments of the United States and Taiwan. As of today,
Sen. Murkowski, Sen. Kyl, and Sen, Smith have cosponsored the Bill.

Among other statements, the Bill concludes that it is the sense of the Senate that - “The People’s Republic of
China has consistently refused to renounce the use of force against Taiwan and has repeatedly threatened force against
Taiwan, including implied threats by unnamed People’s Republic of China officials on January 10, 1999, who warned
Taiwan not to participate in the development of theater missile defense capabilities with the United States.” The Bill
also reiterates that- “Any determination of the ultimate status of Taiwan must have the express consent of the people on
Taiwan.”

A recent Pentagon report concluded that Taiwan’s future success in deterring Chinese aggression will be “depen-
dent on its continued acquisition of modern arms, technology and equipment and its ability to deal with a number of
systemic problems,”

According to Dr. Bob Sutter -senior specialist in international politics, foreign affairs and defense at the Con-
gressional Research Service- “the Act will effectively deal with the situation in which the security of Taiwan is
threatened due to the imbalance of military power across the Taiwan Straits.”

We would appreciate if you would call Jim Doran at 4-4651 to become a co-sponsor of this hill,

Thank you very much for your support for the safety and security of Taiwan.

Sincerely yours,

Name Signature

Address

Date

Phone (o) (h)




July 16, 1999
President William Jefferson Clinton
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

Dear Mr. President;

On July 9, Taiwan's president Lee Teng-hui for the first time ever referred to Taiwan's ties with
China as 2 "state-to-state” relationship, thus cffectively abolishing Taiwan's government's long-held "One
China Policy." According to Taipei, the idea of one China that inclnded Taiwan had to be scrapped because
Beijing was effectively using it to undermine the legitimacy of the island's government.

Taipei added that Taiwan has shown its goodwill by calling itself a political entity under a "One
China Policy, "but the Chinese communists have used this policy to squeeze us internationally. We feel
there is no need to continue using the One China term.”

According to reports from Taiwan, people in Taiwan praised President Lee "for daring to stand up
to Communist China, saying the move was long overdue."

Beijing did not welcome President Lee's claim since it insists that the mainland and the island are
one country and that Taiwan is a renegade province of China.

President Lee has now urged the international community to ask China to give up the threat of
force against Taiwan and to resolve disputes through peaceful means.

We applaud President Lee's move, and rejoice in the fact that Taiwan's government has finally
decided to acknowledge reality and that it has determined that Taiwan is an independent state. This is a
major step towards Taiwan's de-jure independence.

We are therefore disappointed that on Monday July 12, the U.S. Department of
State announced that " Our policy is unchanged. Our One China policy is longstanding

and certainly well-known."

We are also disappointed that you are trying to appease the dictatorial and
barbaric Beijing government by sacrificing the life and the safety of the Taiwanese
people by rebuking against Taiwan in your recent talk.

We strongly urge you to also start acknowledging the reality that Taiwan is a
sovereign, independent democracy and to substitute the U.S. "One China Policy" for a
"One China, One Taiwan policy" - a policy that reflects reality.

Thank you for your support for Taiwan.

Sincerely yours,

Name Signature

Address

Date

Phone (0) (h)
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Q: Mr. President, in U.S. treaty relations, 1s it
obligated to defend Taiwan militarily if it abandons
the one China policy? And would the U.S. con-
tinue military aid if it pursues separatism?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, let me say, first of
all, a lot of those questions are governed by the Tai-
wan Relations Act, which we intend to honor. Our
policy is clear: We favor the one China policy; we
favor the cross-strait dialognes. The understand-
ing we have had all along with both China and Tai-
wan is that the differences between them would be
resolved peacefully. If that were not to be the case,
under the Taiwan Relations Act we would be re-
quired to view it with the gravest concem.

But I believe that both China and Tatwan un-
derstand this. [ believe that they want to stay on a
path to prosperity and dialogue. And we have dis-
patched people today, as the morning press reports,
to do what we can to press that case to all sides.
This is something that we don’t want to see escalate,
and I believe that what Mr. Lee said yesterday was
trying to move in that direction, We all understand
how difficult this is, but I think that the pillars of
the policy are still the right ones. The one China
policy is right; the cross-strait dialogue is right; the
peaceful approach is right. And neither side, in my
judgment, should depart from any of those elements.

Q: So we would still have to go to war with
China if it decided to break away?

THE PRESIDENT: I will say what I’ve al-
ready said — the Taiwan Relations Act governs our
policy. We made it clear. And I have - as you
remember, a few years ago we had a physical ex-
pression of that, that we don’t believe there should
be any violent attempts to resolve this, and we would
view it very seriously. But I don’t believe there will
be. I think that both sides understand what needs to
be done.

Terry?

Q: Mr. President, do you think that President
Lee was unnecessarily provocative in trying to re-

& z # 4

define the nature of the Taiwan-Chinese relationship?
And is the United States trying to send a signal by
delaying a Pentagon mission, which was going to
Taiwan to assess its air defense needs? And, further,
finally, you said that you still believe in a one China
policy. How do you address Senator Helms® criti-
cism that that policy is “a puzzling fiction™?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I don’t think it’s a
puzzling fiction. But if Senator Helms means that
today they’re not, in fact, unified, then that’s true.
But the Chinese tend to take a long view of these
things and have made ciear a sensitivity to the differ-
ent system that exists on Taiwan, and a willingness
to find ways to accommodate it, as they did in work-
ing with Hong Kong, and, perhaps, even going be-
yond that. So I think the important thing is to let —
they need to take the time necessary to work this out
between themselves in a peaceful way. That is clearly
in both their interests. And I’m still not entirely sure,
because I have read things, which seem to resonate
both ways on this, exactly what the Lee statements
were entitled — trying to convey.

But I think that both sides are now quite aware
of the fact that they need to find a way to pursue
their destinies within the framework that we have
followed these last several years, which I might add,
has allowed both places to prosper and to grow, to
do better and to have more contacts, more investment,
and underneath the rhetoric, quite a bit more
reconciliation. So I would hope that we would stay
with what is working and not depart from it.

Q: Is that the meaning of the delay of the Pen-
tagon mission to assess the —

THE PRESIDENT: I didn’t think this was the
best time to do something, which might excite either
one side or the other and imply that a military solu-
tion is an acceptable alternative. If you really think
about what’s at stake here, it would be unthinkable.
And I want — I don’t want to depart from any of the
three pillars. I think we need to stay with one China,
1 think we need to stay with the dialogue; and I think

that no one should contemplate force here B4
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